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Cedar poles 100 ft. 
to Prince Georg 


long - hauled by Docherty & Blair 4 
e, B.C. for the Northwest Telephone Co 


OCHERTY « BLAIR CONSTRUCTION CO. 


DIRT-MOVING CONTRACTORS 


00 miles from Kispiox (north of Hazelton) 


and HEAVY HAULING SPECIALISTS 


Cedar Poles - For Power and Telephone Lines 
MOVING - HAULING - EXCAVATING - BULLDOZING - TRACK-LAYING 
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I got the order... 


thanks to LONG DISTANCE 


Your voice can be your best salesman. A Long 
Distance call is the next best thing to being 
there. And Long Distance costs so_ little. 


eA BRITISH COLUMBIA 
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make money 


...To print your own, that is. 
The Bank of England has made 
the counterfeiter’s lot an even 
unhappier one by pressing a thin 
strip of aluminum foil into the 
paper used for making bank 
notes. Seems the do-it-yourself 
enthusiasts find it virtually im- 
possible to duplicate. 

It is nice to think that there 
will probably be a litthe bit of 
Canada wherever this new paper 
currency circulates. Great Bri- 
tain imports 80°) of her alumi- 
num from Canada, and in turn 
represents one of the major mar- 
kets for Canadian aluminum, 


ALUMINUM COMPANY OF 
CANADA, LTD, (ALCAN) 
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bontimta Volume ll il No. 4 
September -October Box 90, 
Mansons Landing, 


Cortes Island, 


Bi ‘C; 
Editor, 
Northwest Digest, 
LEP PERS : Have read your article in the cur- 
rent Northwest ve gcanalde Man- 
2 agement and Utilization-1 Style’ 
EA OF TE MeL A aR and am irritated by it to the point of 
protest. " te 
2 While completely in sympathy wi 
ee = a dhs Nia Jake aah 4 your objective of reducing waste ut- 
GUY LAWRENCE ilizable for pulp, I strongly object to 
your incorrect and misleading state- 
AROUND THE TOWNS 5 ments and firmly believe you harm 
A ‘DIGEST! FEATURE your campaign immeasurably by us- 
ing arguments so easily refuted. 
fe Wt WINS IOS 6 Tobegin with, we are not over-cut- 
CHARLES CLAY ting. The increased amount of timber 
claimed bythe current inventory act- 
PETER DUNLEVEY---THE MAN ually cele at nae eon Beye for 
years by competent private foresters. 
SE ess Ee anew! I would like to see any ‘experts’ att- 
empt to maintain before the Commis- 
RED WHEELED WAGON 8 sion now sitting that B.C. will be out 
KERRY WOOD of timber in 50 years at present rate 
of cutting. The statement is laugh- 
TRAPPER DAN’S SAWMILL 9 able. 
FRED S, BJORKMAN In your Opening example you give 
an 80 acre sample on which there was 
THE FREEDOM ROAD 11 44 per cent wastage of wood volume. 
CLIFFORD R. KOPAS This figure, while possible, is far 
above the average for all logged are- 
BACK STAGE AT THE DIGEST 44 as.. Nobody will take you seriously 
THE EDITORS when younot only attempt to use it as 


an average figure but also take no ac- 
count of species differences, trans- 
port difficulties, or ownership prob- 


f - lems. I see that you claim it is an 
/ average sample-I must deny this. I 
HOM LU log with a cat, and would like to see 

less donkey logging, soam not biased 
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This space usually contains a few 
appropriate remarks about the 
cover. But this cover speaks for 
itself, and all we can say is that 
we think it the best we have ever 
run. 
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ROBERT W. SERVICE 


This is the law of the Yukon, and ever she makes it plain: 

‘*Send not your foolish and feeble; send me your strong and your sane. 
Strong for the red rage of battle; sane, for I harry them sore; 

Send me men girt for the combat, men who are grit to the core; 
Swift as a panther in triumph, fierce as the bear in defeat, 

Sired of a bulldog parent, steeled in the furnace heat. 

Send me the best of your breeding, lend me your chosen ones; 
Them will I take to my bosom, them will I call my sons; 

Them will I gold with my treasure, them will I glut with my meat; 
But the others--the misfits, the failures--I trample under my feet. 
Dissolute, damned and despairful, crippled and palsied and slain, 
Ye would send me the spawn of your gutters-- 

Go! take back your spawn again. 


‘‘Wild and wide are my borders, stern as death is my sway; 

From my ruthless throne I have ruled alone for a million years and a day; 
Hugging my mighty’treasure, waiting for man to come: 

Till he swept like a turbid torrent, and after him swept--the scum. 

The pallid pimp of the dead-line, the enervate of the pen, 

One by one I weeded them out, for all that I sought was--Men. 

One by one I dismayed them, frighting them sore with my glooms; 

One by one I betrayed them unto my manifold dooms. 

Drowned them like rats in my rivers, starved them like curs on my plains, 
Rotted the flesh that was left them, poisoned the blood in their viens; 
Burst with my winter upon them, searing forever their sight, 

Lashed them with fungus white faces, whimpering wild in the night; 
Staggering blind through the storm-whirl, stumbling mad through the snow, 
Frozen stiff in the ice pack, brittle and bent like a bow; 

Featureless, formless, forsaken, scented by wolves in their flight, 

Left for the wind to make music through ribs that are glittering white; 
Gnawing the black crust of failure, searching the pit of despair, 

Crooking the toe in the trigger, trying to patter a prayer; 

Going outside with an escort, raving with lips all afoam; 

Writing a cheque for a million, drivelling feebly of home; 

Lost like a louse in the burning... or else in the tented town 

Seeking a drunkard‘s solace, sinking and sinking down; 

Steeped in the slime at the bottom, dead to a decent world, 

Lost ‘mid the human flotsam, far on the frontier hurled; 

In the Camp at the bend of the river, with its dozen saloons aglare, 

Its gambling dens ariot, its gramophones all ablare} 

Crimped with the crimes of a city, sin-ridden and bridled with lies, 

In the hush of my mountained vastness, in the flush of my midnight skies. 
Plague-spots, yet tools of my purpose, so natheless I suffer them thrive, 
Crushing my Weak in their clutcnes, that only my Strong may survive. 
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‘But the others, the men of my mettle, the men who would ‘stablish my fame, 
Unto its ultimate issue, winning my honor, not shame; 

Searching my uttermost valleys, fighting each step as they go, 
Shooting the wrath of my rapids, scaling my ramparts of snow; 
Ripping the guts of my mountains, looting the beds of my creeks, 
Them willI taketo my bosom, and speak as a mother speaks. 

I am the land that listens, I am the land that broods; 

Steeped in eternal beauty, crystalline waters and woods. 

Long have I waited lonely, shunned as a thing accurst, 

Monstrous, moody, pathetic, the last of the lands and the first; 
Visioning camp-fires at twilight, sad with alongingforlorn, 

Feeling my womb o’er-pregnant with the seed of cities unborn. 

Wild and wide are my borders, stern as death is my sway, 

And I wait for the men who will win me--and I will not be won in a day; 
And I will not be won by weaklings, subtle, suave and mild, 

But by men with the hearts of vikings, and the simple faith of a child; 
Desperate, strong and resistless, unthrottled by fear or defeat, 

Them will I gild with my treasure, them will I glut with my meat. 


“Lofty I stand from each sister land, patient and wearily wise, 

With the weight of a world of sadness in my quiet, passionless eyes; 

Dreaming alone of a people, dreaming alone of a day, 

When men shall not rape my riches, and curse me and go away; 

Making a bawd of my bounty, fouling the hand that gave-- 

Till I rise in my wrath and I sweep on their path and I stamp them into a grave. 
Dreaming of men who will bless me, of women iesteeming me good, 

Of children born in my borders, of radiant motherhood; 

Of cities leaping to stature, of fame like a flag-unfurled, 

As I pour the tide of my riches in the eager lap of the world. ’’ 


This is the Law of the Yukon, that only the Strong shall thrive; 
That surely the Weak shall perish, and only the Fit survive. 
Dissolute, damned and despairful, crippled and palsied and slain, 
This is the Will of the Yukon, -+Lo! how she makes it plain! 
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NAHLIN B. C. 
February 14th, 1906 


Dear Mother and Father; 

As you see, I am still stationed at 
Nahlin on the Yukon Telegraph lines. 
If you have not been receiving much 
mailfromme, please remember that 
Nahlinis ninety-seven miles North of 
Telegraph Creek and one hundred and 


thirty, Southof Atlin, and our nearest 
neighbours are men at the stations 
North and South of us, each about fif- 
ty-five miles didtant. 

I think my last long letter to you 
was whenour annual supplies arrived, 
on the horse and mule packtrain. 

John Pilling, the famous musician, 
is still with me, but I expect he will 
be going down South soon as he has 
two offers gf jobs in his musical field. 
One is to play the organ at the Orpheum 
Theatre in Vancouver, and the other 
is to be the regular organist at the 
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The rugged type of country crossed by the Telegraph Line between 


Hazelton and Telegraph Creek. 
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This is the general locale of the 
author's true account of life on the line 


almost fifty years ago. 


large Episcopalian church inthe same 
city. I shallmisshim terribly; he is 
a genius, but just the same geniuses 
are hard to live with. He was head 
schoolmaster of aschoolin Blackburn 
Lancashire, but threw his position, to 
come out to the Klondike Gold Rush 
in 1998. He nearly lost his life in 
March 1998, while he and his partners 
were wintering at Teslin Lake. The 
three of them went prospecting up a 
river called the Ingenika at the head 
of the lake. Their four dogs broke 
through the ice of a deep creek, and 
to save the dogs they cut the harness 
thus losing all their provisions. A 
heavy snowstorm came on and they 
became lost, and for nine days the 
three menhad only two ptarmigan for 
food. The ptarmigan is a bird about 
the sizeof asmall grouse. They fin- 
ally found their way back to the head 
of the lake when the weather cleared. 
He tried placer mining in Atlin for 
two or three years but without succ- 
ess, and now he is my lineman here. 
When he arrived at Nahlin he br- 
ought among other things a small tun- 
ing fork which he hung over the head 
of his bed. Every once in a while he 
would rush to the tuning fork, strike 
it and commence to write down on 
paper covered with score lines the 
parts for four different band instru- 
ments. Bothhis father and his Grand- 
father were in the famous Bessie 
Barnes band, a Lancashire band, 
which you must have heard of as they 
have won practically every trophy at 
musical festivals in Great Britain for 
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A “DIGEST’’ OF EVENTS IN THE TOWNS AND COMMUNITIES OF THE NORTHWEST. 


was takenby Prince George photographer Wally West. 


During the past three years the 
central interior city of Prince George 
has became knownas ‘‘B.C.’s fastest 
growing city,’’ and from all indicat- 
ions it willkeep the title for sometime, 
In 1951 the city wasn’t even listed 
among B.C.’s top 16 cities; today it 
is eighth, and within two years will 
be sixth. In1941it was only one tenth 


as big as third place New Westminster 
today it is one third aSbig. Its 1951 
population was only 4, 700, today it is 
10,500, with another 2,000 just out- 
side municipal limits. 

Construction in the city has been 
clipping along at better than two mill- 
ion dollars a year for the last three 
years and shows no sign of slowing. 


Building permits for the first six 
months of this year topped $800, 000, 
a 39 per cent increase over the 1954 
total for a similar period. A cheer- 
ful note is that most of the money is 
for home construction, an indication 
that the city is attracting a more 
stable type of person than the transient 
of past years. 

Besides the home building splurge, 
there are several major projects 
underway, among them a $1, 000, 000 
brewery and a $1,500,000 P.G.E. 
bridge over the Fraser river near the 
city. A $600,000 Provincial jail is 
almost complete, the airport, already 
the largest northof Vancouver, is re- 
ceiving a $250,000 face lifting, and 
the Government has announced that it 
will build a new $600, 000 provincial 
building. Altogether Prince George 
is living up to C. B.C. commentator 
John Fisher’s nickname of ‘‘The city 
that can’t miss‘‘. 

One group well aware of the city’s 
growth is the harrassed school board. 
They are learning that children by no 
means come ‘‘cheaper by the dozen’’. 

Despite one of the largest school 
building programs on record the city 
is stillshort of classrooms. By Sep- 
tember three new schools, one with a 
capacity of 300 pupils, willbe ready 
but many students will be on a double 
shift basis. Enrollment is expected 
totop3, 000, a figure equal to Prince 
George’s entire population just over 
10 years ago. 

Every September since the war, 
school enrollment far exceeds even 
the most optimistic allowances of the 
schoolboard, andthis year will be no 
exception. Because of the favorable 
publicity lately received by the city 
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Many people die when they get lost. 


NEVER GO into the bush without a 
9 sheath knife securely fastened to my 
belt — because if I got lost, I am positive 
I could survive until I was rescued by a 
search party, or until I got my bearings 
and found my own way out —if I had a 
sheath knife. 
My favorite sheath knife has a six-inch 
blade, a sturdy bone handle, and a heavy 
brass guard at the bottom of the handle. 
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SAYS 
CHARLES CLAY 


Ir weighs nearly eight ounces. It’s a real 
piece of knife! Lost in the bush, it’s a 
life-saver. 

The first thing I should do, if I found 
myself lost in the Canadian bush would 
be to keep calm. Panic has killed more 
lost hunters and fishermen than hunger, 
thirst, flies, cold, wet, and bears — put to- 


Leslie Kopas photo 


And, according to the author, they die unnecessarily. 


F | WAS LOST 


MY KNIFE WOULD SAVE MY LIFE 


gether. Panic produces exhaustion, shock, 
insensibility, and death, in that order and 
with that grim finality. So, once I decided 
I was lost, the first thing to do would be 
to accept the fact calmly. 

The second thing to do would be to 
climb the nearest high tree or rock ridge, 
and look for signs of water. In most of 
Canada’s northern bush there are streams 
and creeks running along depressions. I 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 33 


THE STORY OF 


The Man Who Led 
the Cariboo Gold Rush 


The story opens on a Fraser River 
bar at the mouth of the Chilcotin Riv- 
er inthe Spring of 1859, where a par- 
ty of miners were so absorbed in the 
interesting business of washing up 
their rocker at the end of the day’s 
work that they did not notice the ap- 
proach, onsilent'moccasined feet, of 
a Stalwartyoung Indian, till he accost- 
ed them inChinook with, ‘‘Klahowya, 
Whitemans! What do you do there 


Whitemans! Ikta nika mamook yawa 
koopa ookook?’’ (‘‘How are you, 
VWhitemans! W’hat do you do there 


with that thing?’’--indicating the 
rocker). 

The sun had already dipped behind 
the rocky cliffs to the west, which 
were soclose and high as to cause an 


ALEX P. McINNES 


early sunset right there, although it 
wouldbe hours yet before sundown on 
level country. And that was just the 
condition that left the bar in such deep 
shadow at the moment and probably 
contributed to the Indian’s unseen 
approach. 

The startled miners showed their 
surprise by springing for their wea- 
pons instantly, while the Indian stood 
calmly, watching them covertly, his 
short flintlock musket resting across 
the hollow of his left elbow, his right 
hand uponthe lock. Presentlyan am- 
used smile lighted his swarthy count- 
enance as he waited for someone to 
answer his question and salutation. 

The smile reassured most of the 
miners, including a young man who, 


from his better clothing and author- 
itative bearing, the Indian had already 
singled out as leader of the party by 
regarding him directly. The young 
miner was Peter Curran Dunlevey, 
and was indeec the leader of the party. 
he now spoke rather bruskly to the 
Indian. 

“Tho the hellare you and where do 
youcomefrom?’’ The Indian laughed 
as he said--in more English than Chi- 
nook now Sensing that they didn’t un- 
derstand his Chinook. 

“ ‘has matter you “"hitemans? No 
eye, noear. Mecome. No see! Bad 
Injins stop yawa up dat river’’--in- 
dicating with a gesture the Chilcotin 
River andcountrytothe W’est. . ‘‘You 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 
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The tady hac a lovely idea. She’d 
read the glamorous brochures about 
growing ginseng, stressing that up to 
$5000 could be harvested annually 
from a single acre of ground. The 
lady thought she might as well put an 
acre to work and live happily ever 
after, wondering why more people 
didn’t do the same. This pause for 
wonderment caused her to write me: 

“Do you know anything about grow- 
ing ginseng or any other medicinal 
plants ?’’ 

A friend of mine had read the bro- 
chures too, but decided it was too 
much work to rig up an acre of shade 
screens. Instead, the high-priced 
ginseng seeds were planted in an old 
barn where loss of chinking and log 
shrinkage created a nice mixture of 
sun and shadow. Watering was done 
with a sprinkling can, while more 
seeds were planted outdoors on the 
shady sice of the barn. 

‘*But not a single saleable root did 
I raise!’’ 

The variety in demand is the red- 
seeded ginseng, which is native to 
some parts of Ontario. In the west 
we have a close relative called Wild 
Sarsaparilla, or black-seeded ginseng, 
It is plentiful in spruce forests, so 
plentiful that a pound of roots can be 
dug intwenty minutes. Now, the red- 
seeded variety’s roots are worth from 
$4 to $5.00 per pound, but black- 
seedec stuff--- 

“Not commercially valuable, 
the scientist. 


”? ez, 


Ishowec a handfulofthe grotesque- 
ly twisted roots to a Chinese friend. 
He was keenly interested. Ginseng 
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By Kerry Wood 


is not considered medicinally valuable 
by either Britishor American pharm- 
acists, though Chinese folk think 
otherwise. My friend thought his fel- 
low-countrymen wouldbe quite inter- 
ested in buying roots of western gin- 
seng, but before you quit your job and 
rush off to hunt for roots, please re- 
member that the plants have now gone 
into the hidden, restive state for the 
winter. 

We have other medicinal plants of 
worth, the best known being Seneca 
Snakeroot. At 50¢ a pound for the 
green roots, Cree Indians make a pro- 
fitable sideline out of gathering Seneca 
in the Rocky Mountain House region 
of Alberta. One family gathered 450 
pounds ina single season, but every- 
one from Grandma down to the young- 
est toddler was digging. 

Indians also gather the clear syrupy 
pitch of the Balsam Fir. There isa 
ready marketfor such pitch, but it is 
a slow process to puncture the bark 
blisters and squeeze out the small 
pockets of sticky sap. Indians who 
were gathering the stuff told me they 
wanted it for their own use; it is one 
of the finest healing salves you can 
use onacut, bruise, or skin eruption. 
And if you add boiling water to a spoon- 
fulof balsam pitch, then sip the cup- 
ful while it is hot, it is wonderfully 
soothing for a sore throat. 

Probably we have enough medicinal 
plants growing wild to make W’ild- 
Crafting pay----If we weren't so far 
fromthe pharmaceutical manufactur - 
ing piants. The largest firm process- 
ing herbs on this continent is located 
in New York state, and sends out a 


list of three hundred plants they’ll 
willingly buy. Prices offered are not 
high, except for Seneca, Goldenseal, 
and red-seeded Ginseng. Goldenseal 
is worth $5.00 per pound, but the 
stuff doesn’t grow in the west. 

However, we do have couch grass, 
forexample. Rootnubbins are worth 
20¢ a pound, if you care to dig out 
that patch beyond the back fence. Then 
you have to pay the postage to the New 
York firm willingto pay the two slim 
dimes per pound. They’ll also pay 
10¢ a pound for tansy flowers and 
greens, used in making worm -dispell- 
ing medicines. You could easily cut 
a ton of tansy greens in a summer’s 
day along many western road, but it 
would cost ten cents a pound to ship 
the stuff to the factory. 

It is amazing, however, the number 
of local plants of medicinal worth. 
Juniper berries for making kidney 
medicines, dandelion roots for laxa- 
tives, while raspberry leaves contain 
a powerful muscle-relaxing drug used 
by medicos and mid-wives. Onecom- 
mon roadside flower of late summer 
is the Bergamot; from its dried blooms 
herbalists used to brew the famous 
Oswego Tea which was once consider - 
ed a cure-all for almost any type of 
bronchial trouble. 

Another bronchial medicine can be 
made from the flower of the Giant 
Hyssop, acommon and beautiful mint 
flower. A farmer friend told me he 
made atonic beer out of Hyssop flow- 
ers, while an Indian said the leaves 
were once used as healing agents af- 
ter the old-time blood-brother cere- 

CONCLUDED ON PAGE 20 
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Trapper Danthrew another log into 
the fireplace and sat looking medita- 
tively at the red flames swirling up 
the gas drums he had rigged up for a 
chimney. ‘‘Yep,’’ he said finally. 
‘““The current wave of madness has 
finally overpowered me too. ”’ 

““Oh, no,’’ said a lean young man 
named A. F. Alsifier, reporter for 
the Daily Prevaricator. ‘‘Don’t tell 
me Trapper Dan has been hooked like 
the rest ofus poor fish. What is she, 
fat, frivolous, and forty? Or thin, 
timid, and twenty?”’ 

Trapper Dan gave a disgusted snort 
‘‘Shucks! I ain’t went that looney. I 
just mean I up and got me a sawmill. 
And until I did I never had no idea 
what trouble was. ’’ 

A. F. Alsifier was disappointed. 
He had been sent out to get a story on 
the north’s most colorful man and in- 
stead of finding him fighting grizzlies 
or training wolves to be sled dogs, 
foundhim witha mill. With a sigh he 
hauled out a penciland paper and pre- 
pared to make the most out of a sad 
deal. 

“As youknow,’’ Trapper Dan, car- 
ried on after a long enough pause to 
pour some prune wine from a big 
stone jug, ‘‘I trap the Dungarrovian 
Forest, whar the trees be really big. 
They run up to thirty feet through and 
a couple of acres or so high. Fine 
timber, but big. Anyhow a year or 
so ago, I decided to start sawmilling 
and began digging up parts fer a mill 
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FRED S. BJORKMAN 


Found a few unwanted rails lying on 
racks along the railway tracks and 
took ‘em to the mill site. Then there 
was a bad snowstorm on the Skeena 
last winter, andI found a train stand- 
ing abandoned in a drift. Figgered 
nobody wanted her any more so I had 
my Hairy men pack the wheels off a 
fewof the coaches. But there wasn’t 
any engine thar, so I sent a few of my 
Hairy men to meet another train one 
CEN, 6600 WHAT? Ye mean to say ye 
ain’t met none of the famous Hairy 
men of British Columbia? Whar ye 
been? They’re about seven foot high 
covered with curly brown hair, and 
they be quick and muscular.... Wal, 
anyway, they metthetrain and enter - 
edthecab. Thefireman and engineer 
left in such a hurry that my men 
thought they didn’t want the engine any 
more. While they were unhookin her 
from the train the rest of the crew 
came out to see why it had stopped. 
Then they lit out after the engine crew 
so fast that my Hairy men thought 
mebbe there was something interest- 
ing going on whar they was all headed 
fer, andalmost forgot to take the en- 
gine. But they are faithful, so they 
done their duty. 

‘“‘The railway shore wrote me some 
dirty letters about that. Said that it 
was grand larceny of the most hideous 
sort, that it constituted pillage and 
brigandage, or words to that effect. 
Threatened to send the Sheriff out. I 
wrote back on a piece of balsam bark 


that lumbering was an honest profess- 
ion with which they shouldn’t inter - 
fere, besides which I said that mebbe 
the Sheriff was useful and hadn’t best 
come out. But I did say that if they 
wanted their engine I’d come into their 
office with a bunch of Hairy men and 
talkitover. Ina post script I warned 
‘em to be careful when the Hairy men 
came in, fer though they wasn’t civ- 
ilized they might learnfast. The rail- 
way answered that one by dropping 
a letter outa an airplane, in which 
they said that doubtless'they had to 
bear the loss of the engine and sundry 
other equipment, since doubtless 

moral law and ethics were such un- 
known qualities around my diggings 
that a visit would be exceedingly haz- 
ardous. Sothey promised notto come 
out if I didn’t come in. 

Those big words floored me and 
since I didn’t have a dictionery to find 
out whether I’d been insulted or flat- 
tered I kept on making up my mill. 
She has eighty pound rails and the 
trucks from the coaches under the 
carriage. The lower saw is fifty foot 
circular, while the upper one isa 
forty-eight footer and the mandrals 
are two feet through. But the engine 
was no good. Didn’t have enough 
power. So I had the Hairy men pack 
it back and set it on the rails, and 
wrote the railway that they could come 
and tow her away.. ‘Course, she was 
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THE ARTICLE ON THE OPPOSITE PAGE APPEARED 
IN THE DIGEST ALMOST 3 YEARS AGO, WE ARE 
REPRODUCING IT FOR THE BENIFIT OF OUR READ- 
ERS WHO MAY HAVE MISSED IT. BELOW MR, KO- 
PAS GIVES A BRIEF SKETCH OF EVENTS SINCE HIS 
ORIGINAL ARTICLE APPEARED , THE BELLA COO- 
LA ROAD SHOWS WHAT CAN BE ACHIEVED WHEN 
CITIZENS CO-OPERATE AND GO AHEAD ON THEIR 
OWN INITIATIVE, 


In September of 1959, the Bella 
Coola District Board of Trade said 
they were going to start building the 
road themselves, put a bulldozer on 
the job. Their capital...$250.00. 

In November, after having punched 
32 miles of road, spent six thousand 
dollars, they asked the government 
for financialassistance. Getting this 
they put powder crews to work on the 
rock wallthat had hemmed inthe Bella 
Coola valley since the beginning of 
history, kept going until the following 
September. Then, having spent.. in 


— 
——e all.. $25,000. 00 of their own money 
The Honorable P. A. Gaglardi at the tape cutting ceremony on July 19, 1955, (collected by donation) and $50, 000.00 
‘tA daring undertaking, an amazing completion’’ said the Minister. ten of the government money, they were 
Kopas photo toldthat the government could give no 
——— more until the next fiscal year (the 

a ° ¢ - 


Sg OE og — nae following April). 

nae ay a With only 2,600 feet of mountain 
side left toconquer before connecting 
the road ends, the Board of Trade 
aSked for a final effort. Working 
crews worked for nothing, suppliers 
advanced goods on credit. 

OnSeptember ?6 195? the two bull- 
dozers met, breaking the mountain 
ring and establishing Canada’s third 
outlet to the Pacific. Two months 
later the government paidthe bills in- 
curred in this last 6 days of effort. 

During 1954 bridges were built, cul- 
verts placed, grades on the mountain 
into the valley improved. It was yet 
a road only for four-wheel drives and 
lightly loadedtrucks. On July 19, 1955, 
after grinding over the road at the rate 
of about ten miles an hour The Honor- 
able P. A. Gaglardi officially opened 
the road, cutting the ribbon at the 
exact spot where the two cats had met 
two years before. 

In his remarks attendant with the 
road opening The Honorable Mr. Gag- 
lardi gave the people of Bella Coola 
full credit for building the road. ‘‘A 
daring undertaking, an amazing com- 
pletion which has aroused the admir- 
ation of the entire province of British 
Columbia!”’ 

Several weeks previous to the road 
opening a coastal shipping strike stop- 
ped communication by sea, previously 
Bella Coola’s only connection with the 
rest of the province, put the new road 
in a position of tremendous import- 
ance. Practically all passenger traf- 
fic was over the new road, and vital 
freight was carried over it. 

Since less than $°00, 000 has been 
spent on 50 miles of road (8 miles 


The new highway climbs the mountain out of the Bella Coola valley 
Kopas photo. CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 
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The bulldozer punching its way westward from Anahim Lake in the direction of Bella Coola and the coast. 


- All Photos By The Author 


The Freedom Road 


- Canada’s Third Outlet To The Pacific - 


LIKE TO CALL it The Freedom 
Road. 

For, when completed, it will in- 
sure western Canadians greater free- 
dom to travel, greater freedom for 
economic expansion, and, in a meas- 
ure, greater freedom from fear in 
time of war. 

Right now it is a narrow ribbon of 
black stretching from the end ofthe 
Chilcotin Road at Anahim Lake in 
western British Columbia into the 
seemingly endless Jack-pine forests 
inthe direction of the Pacific Ocean. 

But there is hope behind that rib- 
bon-like road, andfaith, and charity. 
There are afew men giving their most 
for it. ; 

And the ribbon of black is edging 
toward the sea. 

Extending it, and leaving its road 
behind like a spider leaves its web, a 
lone bull-dozeris ploughing into the 


By Clifford R. Kopas 


pines. It is the first time the roaring 
of an engine has vibrated through the 
forest. The rutting bull-moose sil- 
ences his mating call, the wolf ceases 
his howl at the approach of this clank- 
ing monster. The controls of this 
pioneering trail smasher are handled 
bya lithe, mocassin-clad ex-rider by 
the name of Alf Bracewell. Shy and 
gently-smiling, he lives for his mount, 
for this many-ton, clanking, oil- 
drinking beast he exchanged for his 
horse. In return for his devotion the 
bull-dozer comes alive at his touch, 
diving with lowered balde at anything 
Bracewell points it at. 

For the last month (at time of writ- 
ing) he is pointing the machine at a 
row of blazes leading through the pre- 
viously untracked wilderness toward 
Bella Coola, on the Pacific Coast. 

It isthe epic of pioneering being writ- 
ten into the forests and the moun- 


tains of the west. When the story is 
finished, western Canada will have 
another route to the sea. 

Geography, says proponents of 
this route, dictated that it would be so. 
Inthe time of the creation of the wes- 
tern sea-board, Mother Nature threw 
up a tremendous barrier stretching 
almost without break along the entire 
west side of Canada. It is a barrier 
of tangled peaks, dark canyons, iced 
with heavy glaciers and held down by 
huge snow-fields. Just to put the fin- 
ishing touches Mother Nature added a 
further barrier of weather... of heavy 
snows and torrential rains causing 
floods and slides that continually raise 
merry and expensive mischief with the 
works of man. 

Canada has cut through this barrier 
in two places. In the lower mainland 
the highway and both transcontinental 
railways clingtothe cliffs of the Fra- 
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ser Canyon, after building projects 
that even Hollywood couldn’t exag- 
erate. A few miles further north the 
P.G.E. Railway reaches the sea at 
Squamish after an exciting trip through 
the Coast Range. 

The next six hundred miles of our 
coast north-westward lies without 
accesstothe interior. Some six hun- 
dred miles distant from Vancouver the 
C.N.R. and a highway cling to the 
precipitous sides of the Skeena Can- 
yon. Again the works of man have been 
accomplished at tremendous cost, 
and again they are vulnerable to the 
whims and fancies of the storms and 
cascades of nature. 

Considering the Squamish and 
Vancouver (or Fraser River) outlets 
as One Since they both open to the sea 
through the Gulf of Georgia, and ae 
Skeena River outlet as the second, 
would seem that nature dictated that 
B.C. and Western Canada should have 
only two outlets to the coast. 

However, closer examination dis- 
closes not only a third route to the 
sea, BUT AN EASIER, CHEAPER, 
BETTER ONE THAN EITHER OF 


THOSE TWO ALREADY DEVELOPED. 


About midway between Vancouver 
and the near-Skeena port of Prince 
Rupert BURKE CHANNE Lslices sixty 
miles in from the ocean to continue 
eastward in a low-level valley called 
the BellaCoola. The Bella Coola Val- 
ley goes eastward about sixty miles 
from tidal waters of Burke Channel, 
and when the traveller from the sea 
climbs out of the Bella Coola Valley 
he finds that he has entirely pierced 
the Coast Range and is now on the 
Chilcoten Plateau with only a gently 
rolling plateau between him and the 
interior parts of British Columbia. 

You do not have to go among the 
glaciers, the high peaks, the canyons 
of the Coast Range. 

Truly, Mother Nature relented and 
gave mana freedom route to the sea. 
This route is not through a narrow 
canyon, has no large rivers to con- 
tend with, and because it goes over 
either broad plateau or through a 
several-mile-wide valley it is not 
forced to expensive building on moun- 
tain-sides. 

Because of the direction and length 
of Burke Channel, the port of Bella 
Coola is two hundred miles closer to 
Prince George than any other sea- 
port. Between Prince George, rapidly 
becoming the most important inland 
city of British Columbia, and Bella 
Coola there is only three hundred 
miles of gently rolling plateau coun- 
try, most of it awaiting development. 

Some day a main highway will 
reach directlyfrom Prince George to 
its logical sea-port, Bella Coola. 

History, too, says that the Bella 
Coola route is the logical one to the 
sea. 
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Back in the time of the exploring 
fur-traders nothing was known of the 
country beyond the Great Central 
Plains. Distance, terrain and presence 
of Indian tribes of doubtful friendliness 
had held explorers back. 

But out of the ranks of these cour- 
ageous men rose Alexander Mackenzie 
who seemed to be deterred by nothing. 
Inhis first attempt to discover a way 
to the Pacific Ocean he followed the 
Mackenzie River system thousands of 
miles to the Arctic Ocean. He had per- 
formed amiracle of wilderness travel 
and most men would have been more 
than satisfied with the results. But 
Mackenzie had come to realize that 
there was no easy way around the 
mountain range. One hadto cut through 
the barrier rising to the west. 

In the fall of 1792 he wintered in 
the foothills of the Rockies, on the 
Peace River, and then as early as 
possible inthe Spring, started through 
the Rockies. Taking his party up the 
Peace-Parsnip Rivers and down the 
Bad River tothe Fraser River (Simon 
Fraser endured tremendous hardships 
a few years later in following this 
river to the sea), he turned back at 
Alexandria and retraced his steps a 
few miles to the junction of the Black- 
water River, flowing infrom the west. 
The Indians had convinced him that a 


portage upthe Blackwater River would 
take him to the Stinking Lake as they 
called the ocean. 

Starting overland with ninety pound 
packs per man, the party dropped a 
week or so later into the Bella Coola 
Valley and floated down the Bella 
Coola River to the sea. Six weeks 
later the party was back on the Peace 
River, without losing a single man but 
having performed the first crossing of 
the continent. A monument stands to 
Mackenzie’s memory in Dean Channel, 
a few miles west of Bella Coola. It is 
significant that Mackenzie relates no 
geographical hardship west of the 
Fraser River. 

Year’s later, in the 1860’s, when, 
the Cariboo gold-fields were luring 
fortune-seekers from all over the 
worldthe Bella Coola Valley was one 
of the principal ports of entry to the 
gold-fields. Ships anchored at the 
mouthof the Bella Coola River, pas- 
sengers andfreight were taken up the 
river in Indian dug-out canoe, then 
taken by horse across the plateau to 
the Fraser River. As many as three 
or four ships at a time were anchored 
off Bella Coola. 

About this time Lieutenant Palmer 
of the Royal Engineers and three com- 
panions looked the route over for a 
wagon-road. His report indicated only 


BELCO Sermice Station 


GM 


“Service Is Our Business”? 


; WHOLESALE * RETAIL WEDDING CAKES 
eibeIK BELLA COOLA,B.C, He 


de Co! Consumers’ 
Lo-operative Association 


Dry Goods — Groceries — Shoes 
Hardware - Building Material —- Feeds 


Owned and Operated by the Shareholders 


(General Motors Cars and Trucks 


FIRESTONE TIRES AND TUBES 


‘SHFLLL‘ Gas & Oil 


Bella Coola, B.C. 


two difficulties, the Great Slide, and 
the Precipice, at the upper end of the 


Bella Coola Valley. Outbreak of an 
Indian war and the subsequent build- 
ing of the Cariboo Highway discour- 
agedthe ideaof aroadto Bella Coola, 
andfor years the route lapsed except 


for traders and Indians using it. 

In 1894 a groupof Norwegian set- 
tlers, under the leadership of Rev. 
Christian Saugstad, and almost a 
hundred strong established a perma- 
nent settlement in Bella Coola. Almost 
immediately after their arrival they 
started pushing a wagon road from the 
sea toward the interior, and began a 
series of intermittent petitions to the 
government to complete the road. 

In 1912 a land rush took place to 
the hinterland around Bella Coola, 
and in the last few years before the 
first World War an English company 
surveyed a route for a railroad into 
the Bella Coola Valley. The company 
bought land, subdivided it for town 
lots, and cut out part of the right-of- 
way for their railway. If the war had 
not occurred and taken the English- 
men and their money to the battle- 
field, Bella Coola would undoubtedly 
have held for many decades the posi- 
tion as head of steel. 

About 1930 a survey for a highway 
out of the Bella Coola Valley was made 
but the route was up through a canyon 
so narrow and precipitous that the sun 
seldom shone in it. The surveyor’s 
report indicated so much rock-work 
thatthe government at that time, and 
all governments since, have shud- 
dered at the cost. 

Road effort dropped to almost be- 
low zero. 

Meanwhile settlement had been 
taking place up through the interior 
of B.C. and ranches were gradually 
dotting the country closer and closer 
to the upper end of the Bella Coola 
Valley. Eventually a road, partially 
the result of settlers efforts and par- 
tially government, came as far _as 
Anahim Lake, just ninety miles east 
of the Ocean at Bella Coola. 

During the second World War the 
Expedition Polar Bear made tempor- 
ary headquarters at Anahim Lake and 
there were enough men, horses, jeeps, 
Weasels, Powder and Bull-dozers in 
this military manoeuvre to put a road 
thrice the distance to Bella Coola. 
Story has it that plans were made to 
build a road through to Bella Coola.... 
itis certainly true that officers looked 
the route over and made the statement 
that they would be in the Bella Coola 
Valley in a couple of weeks... but the 
same story has itthat private individ- 
uals whose monopolistic control of 
certain features in the Fraser River 
District would suffer, managed to 
persuade the powers that be to dis- 
courage road-building that would 
bring about post-war maintenance. 
Instead of building a practice road to 
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BellaCoola the Cats and the Weasels 
and the Jeeps built a roadof sorts just 
off into the woods. 

A few years later another military 
operation inthe district, one that was 
distinctly, possibly for some people 
... distinctly hush-hush were in the 
same area with a lot of road building 
material, The engineer in charge 
studied the situation and asked for 
permission to take the machinery out 
by what he thought to be the cheapest 
way....by building a road to Bella 
Coola. However, orders came back 
that the machinery must be taken out 
the way itcame in, regardless of cost, 
even if it involved dismantling the 
machinery for shipment. 

Again, as late as early summer of 
1952, it was reported that there was 
going to be a gravelroad built through 
to BellaCoola: again, six weeks later 
came the report that the authorities 
had been ‘‘bought off’’ and that there 
was not going to be a road through to 
the coast at Bella Coola. 

However, the Bella Coola District 
Board of Trade thinks differently 
about it. 

In the late fallof 1951 the Board of 
Trade started sending exploring 
parties into the wilderness. One of the 
parties was driven off the high places 
because of an excessive drop in tem- 
perature and a snow storm: during 
which an enthusiastic young woman, 
Mrs. Peggy Mathews, and her son, 
fifteen year old Billy, stayed deep in 
the wilderness and explored and blazed 
a trail over one of the trickiest por- 
tions of the route. 

The route explored by the Trade 
Board parties was an entirely new one. . 
Instead of following to the extreme 
head of the Bella Coola Valley and— 
wrestling with dark canyons and rock- | 
slides, the route takes off boldly be-_ 
fore it comes to these ‘‘impassibles, ’’ 
strikes off at anew tangent and arrives | 
at Anahim Lake with a smile . and — 
the declaration that there isn’t ‘‘any- 
thing to it at all.’’ This route is over | 
the trapline territory of anold trapper 
Max Hickman. His talk of the route. 
had made enthusiastic neighbors get 
to work on it. 

What really touched off the wave 
of activity was the trip of a pair of 
road-building logging-bosses from 
Bella Coola. Norman Saugstad and 
Curtiss Urseth, heads of the logging 
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company, Northcop Logging Comapny 
Ltd. , took abusman’s holiday and went 
into the woods with pack-horses. Fol- 
lowing the advice of Mrs. Mathews, 
they went along the Young Creek route 
They came back glowing with enthus- 
iasm. They could go through that coun- 
try faster with a bulldozer than a 
horse, they said. In a month they 
could have a bull-dozer road from 
Anahim Lake to Bella Coola Valley. 

The early spring of 1952 saw aerial 
reconnaisance, and the organization 
of a trip to put the road-route on the 
map. 
Personnel of the trip included Mrs. 
Peeey Mathews, her husband Bert, 
and histwin brother Tom. It included 
Assistant Forest Ranger Johnny Keefe 
and his bride of several months; it 
included famous big game guide Clay- 
ton Mack, whose only request was that 
they supply him with a wild horse. 
(They did, and the horse caught him 
unawares on the steep mountainside, 
threw him about fifty feet down the 
mountain. He got up, remounted, and 
rode the horse through the whole trip. ) 
and last but not least Big George 
Shriner who, unaided, could lift a 
pack-horse from the mire. 

On the eve of its departure into the 
wilderness the party was told terrible 
tales of the limitless swamps, the 
awesome canyons. But the party trav- 
ersed the wilderness, and arrived at 
Anahim Lake two days ahead of 
schedule. 

“Any difficulties?’’ 
asked. 

‘‘Yes,’’ laconically replied Bert 
Mathews. ‘‘The flies were bad. ”’ 

Two weeks later the provincial 
Department of Public Works sent their 
District Engineer Mr. D.S. Loveto 
look the route over. He was guided 
by the twins Tom and Bert Mathews. 
His report, given to the Bella Coola 
District Board of Trade was that of 
the route the only difficulty was the 
climb out of the Bella Coola Valley. 
He had ridden for thirteen hours on a 
horse, twohoursin a taxi before giv- 
ing this report, but it was all opti- 
mism. 


Previously the government had 
promiseda survey in 1952 of thisnew 
road route, but Mr. Love warned that 
engineers were very scarce and that. 
the survey might be postponed. 

At that meeting the Boardof Trade 
started to develop the idea of putting 
the road through, themselves. They 
didn’t need a survey, whereas the 
Department of Public Works, respon- 
sible tothe Legislature and the people 
of the province, did. 

“If you do go ahead with this work, ’”’ 
Engineer Love said, ‘‘follow the routes 
and advice ofthe trappers and woods- 
men of the district. ”’ 

The first of September saw Elijah 
Gurr, road-building Councillor of the 
Bella Coola District Board of Trade 


they were 


at Anahim Lake, along with Morton 
Svisdahl. They elicited the co-oper- 
ation of wolf-hunter Thomas Squiness, 
who was reported to have a built-in 
radar system, and cowboy Lester 
Dorsay. These two woodsmen led the 
BellaCoolamen on a fast trot through 
the dense pine forest, and in spite of 
trackless jungle and fog down to the 
roots of the trees, ledthem as straight 
aS an arrow around swamp and glac- 
ial rock-patches to the spot, twenty- 
two miles away, where the route 
Swings south to start its dip into the 
Bella Coola Valley. 

Temporarily Morton Svisdahl was 
left in the woods to blaze the trail. A 
new D6 Caterpillar Tractor with a 
hydraulic blade was hired from the 
Grahams of Tatla Lake, and under the 
enthusiastic skill of Alf Bracewell, 
started carving a road out to Bella 
Coola. From dawnin the morning un- 
til late dusk at night the bull-dozer 
cahrges into the forest, leaving be- 
hind a road that you can drive a car 
over. 

Of the first twenty-two miles of 
road the cat-driver says very little. 

“‘Did yourun into any difficulty?’’ 
he was asked. 

““No,’’ he replied. ‘‘There aren’t 
any flies left in September. ”’ 

He pushed out, on the average, a 
mile of road a day. 

Exploration of the yet unfinished 
territory is being carried on tire- 
lessly by the Board of Trade. From 
Anahim Lake to connect with the Bella 
Coola road thirty six miles of road are 
necessary. Of these thirty three are 
of such a nature that they can be 
roughed out with only a bull-dozer. 
The remaining three contain rock- 
work, but only a scant patch as com- 
pared with other routes out of the 
yalley, andcompared with the Skeena 
and Fraser River routes is a positive 
gift. ; 

For months the Bella Coola Dis- 
trict Board of Trade have been telling 
the country of the ease of road con- 
struction. Now they are taking action 
to show that it is indeed so. At the 
time of writing twenty-six of the 
thirty six miles of road have been 
roughed out. As soon as the bull-doz- 
ing of the first thirty three miles is 
complete, work will start to collect 
money to attack the rock-work. 

“‘We are going to have a road,’’ 
they say. 

And it looks as if they are right. 

wuen at 1s complete it will fs a 
road for tourist delight, for the com- 
merce of an ever-expanding economy 
to travel to the sea. It might well be 
a life-line in time of war onthe Pacific. 

It will be afreedom road, for the 
population of the Bella Coola Valley 
willbe free to travel on the highways 
of the continent. It will be a fifty per- 
cent increase in the number of out- 
lets onthe Pacific for western Canada. 


several years. 

On the last packtrain I had a big 
surprise for him, a three and a half 
octave knockdown harmonium. He 
hadtears in his eyes when he saw it, 
and never uses the tuning fork now 
except to carry with him on line re- 
pair trips. I almost had tears in my 
eyes too asitcost me 13 cents a pound 
for packing from Telegraph Creek to 
here. Thirteen cents is what the Gov- 
ernment pay the packers for all freight 
going to these stations deep in the 
woods. 

Considering how isolated we are 
the time has passed fairly quickly 
since I last wrote. 

Henu, the Tahltan native I mention- 
edinmy other letters, came out quite 
early this summer and camped near 
our station while he and his family put 
upsalmon. Henuis quite a marvelous 
maninmany ways. He is about forty 
years of age, and neither he or his 
wife have received the slightest bit of 
school education. He looks after num - 
erous relatives including one daughter, 
anadopted son, and three or four old 
natives, one of whom is almost blind. 
He is reputed tobe the best fur catch- 
er in the whole tribe, but his most 
valuable fur which is fox he does not 
trap at all. He simply shoots them, 
although simply is a misleading word. 
His method is to leave Telegraph 
Creek on the first snow and head for 
a mountain pass a long way up the 
Nahlin River. 

Travelling the 130 miles to the 
mountain takes some time because 
natives in large groups travel quite 
slowly from the white man’s point of 
view. But it must be remembered 
that they have to keep themselves 
supplied inmeat, which is their main 
food, from the time they leave town 
to the time of their return. As they 
also have countless dogs with them 
this hunting for food often delays them 
for days. 

When Henu reaches the base of this 
particular mountain he makes a more 
or less permanent camp for his rel- 
atives, then taking merely two small 
blankets, a large piece of canvas, his 
rifle with plenty of ammunition and a 
small supply of food together with 
pots and pans he heads by himself to 
the topofapassinthe mountain. Var- 


ious game, consisting of moose, car- 
ibou, wolves and fox make a regular 
winter trail through this pass. V’ell 
above timber level he sets uphis piece 
of canvas aSawindbreak, being care- 
ful to observe which way the wind is 
blowing. The wind on top of the pass 
is his greatest enemy, it is not only 
often bitterly cold, but it has a habit 
of changing directions. Having set 
up his meagre camp he waits for the 
first moose to cross, and as a rule 
he does not have to wait long. With 
one well aimed shot he kills the moose, 
then opens it up and removes the heart, 
liver and other choice cuts for him- 
self, leaving the rest where it has 
fallen. It is just a question whether 
a lone wolf will arrive first or a fox 
but as he knows this particular pass 
is favored by fox he does not worry 
much, although he always has to des- 
troy the wolves if they come first. 
He says the fox sometimes travel in 
pairs, but mostly alone. 

Ifa fox arrives first and it is not a 
black or silver grey he leaves it alone 
Soon it will start a yapping which 
eventually attracts other foxes and at 
times up to five feed off the carcass 
atonetime. Hesays these small an- 
imals, like wolves have a method of 
calling their mates when they dis- 
cover more food than they can eat 
themselves. It must be a particular 
cadence in the note of their bark. 
Wolves I know have several distinct- 
ive type of howls, and Henu says this 
is why there are no old wolves in the 
bush, asthey howl when chasing large 


game and the game often eludes them. 


The younger wolves who have answer- 
ed the call immediately set on the 
old animal and kill it. 

When headed for town just before 
last Christmas, Henu had sixty four 
foxes, nine of which were quite black 
except for the tips of their tails. I 
tried to buy his whole catch from him, 
offering him $800. 00 but after he had 
consulted his wife he came back to the 
station and said;..‘‘Me, I like to sell 
to you, but my woman she say NO. 
We owe storekeeper in Telegraph 
Creek, maybe if I sell to you he stop 
credit which no good for me. ’”’ 

We have heard since that the store- 
keeper only gave him $620. 00 for his 
entire catch which also included some 
lynx which his wife and boy caught 
while he was on the mountain. 

You may be surprised to know that 
one thirdof the V’estern hemispheres 
catch of black fox pass through the 
small insignificant town of Telegraph 
Creek. Someof the foxes are caught 
six and seven hundred miles back in 
country onthe Liard River. You will 
find all these places on the map of 
British Columbia. 

Telegraph Creek, when father and 
I saw it in 1898 before following the 
Teslin Trail, had fully a thousand 
gold stampeders in the town, camped 
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on the numerous benches behind it, 
and five thousand more at Glenora 
twelve miles down the Stikine River. 
Today, outside of some of the Tahltan 
natives who have muved in from their 
own village of Tahltan, there are only 
nine white men and two white women. 
The town today however boasts three 
liquor licences, one of which is owned 
by the Hudson’s Bay Company which 
built a branch there in 1898 Of 
course there are quite a number of 
white prospectors and trappers in the 
hinterland, and we employees of the 
Yukon Telegraph Service absorb quite 
an amount of the Hudson’s Bay famous 
60% overproof rum. They charge us 
$1.50 a bottle and it is good rum. 
Since writing you, Jack and I have 
mixed in fairly high society, but only 
foramatterofafewhours. You know 
several wealthy big game hunters 
come up the Stikine River every year 
to hunt moose, caribou, grizzly bear, 
and two kinds of mountain sheep. . the 
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ovis fanini and the ovis stoni. We 
have the ovis stoni on a mountain 
range fourteen miles North of our 
station. 

Lord and Lady Hindlip passed thro- 
ugh here on their way to get heads of 
the ovis stoni. Lord Hindlip is the 
head of Basses Brewery, and is of 
course a millionaire. Lady Hindlip 
was very charming and spent the eve- 
ning at our station. She wondered how 
we men could stand this life, and since 
Iwas muchthe younger of the two she 
took upon herself to bawl me out, 
claiming Imustbea man without am- 
bition. I told her I was learning a 
business at the Government expense. . 
not climbing poles of course... but 
learning the telegraph business which 
would enable me to walk into any city 
in Canada or the United States and get 
ajob in less than a week. Telegraph 
operators are reputed to be great 
wanderers, therefore there are al- 
ways many vacancies. The Hindlips 
have a valet with them who also does 
their cooking, infact keeps them clear 
of the native guide and horse wrangler 
except when actually on the trail. 
Lay Hindliphas promised to send us 
magazines on her return to England. 

, Our greatest excitement this winter 
was a Provincial Election. We had 
word before Xmas that an election 
was in the offing, but at the last mo- 
ment it was put forward a month, by 
the Party in power. To the people of 
Northern British Columbia this is the 
most important election ever to be 
held as it concerns where the termi- 
nus of the Grand Trunk Railway will 
be on the Pacific coast. At present 
the Grand Trunk Railway has only 
reached Saskatchewan but the survey- 
ors are working a long way ahead, and 
now the railroad can be built from 


both ends so-to-speak. 

As I say, the main issue was whe- 
ther the terminus would be at an Ind- 
ian village named Port Simpson, or 
onanisland named Kaien Island furth- 
er South. I had to look the map up to 
see just where Kaien Islandis as I had 
never heard of it before. You will 
find Port Simpson just on the South- 
erntip of Dixon’s Entrance, which is 
very rough bit of water fully exposed 
to the whole sweep of the Pacific. 
Kaien Island evidently is just a short 
jump from the mainland and appears 
to be very sheltered and may have 


good harbour water well sheltered. 


Both locations are claimed to be 
three hundred miles nearer the Orient 
than Vancouver, but I suspect the 
people in Vancouver are not worrying 
much as they have everything they 
want for a great future. 

Two men brought the ballot boxes 
overland from Atlin to Telegraph, 
packing them ontheir back. One man 
named Dick Dunlap is a sawyer and 
has had much experience in the woods 
as a logger. The trip for him was 
fairly easy, especially asthe two men 
used our winter telegraphtrail, which 
also means they stayed at our stations 


and any refuge cabin they wanted to. 
The other man, Pollard Grant, is a 
lawyer, and from now on I think he 
will stay with the law. He had never 
been any distance on snowshoes before 
and became lame before he had travel- 
led thirty miles. hen Dunlap and 
Grant reached here the weather was 
very clear with sun dogs on each side 
of the sun and the temperature 44 be- 
low zero. 

At the last moment we men were 
given permission to go to Telegraph 
Creek and vote, if we wanted to, pro- 
viding the weather was not windy or 
stormy which of course might have 
caused breaks in the wire. We took 
advantage of this offer, and so did the 
the crews of four other stations South 
of Telegraph Creek. 

By dog team we were able to reach 
town in three days. Incidentally this 
stationis 2, 600 feet high, and for the 
next forty-five miles we climbed to 
4,400 feet then in two miles dropped 
down to 1,600 feet, and finally when 
we reached the bank of the Stikine we 
were a mere 700 feet above sea level. 
I mention this because gradually it 
became colder and colder until three 
hours before we dropped down into 
Telegraph Creek the glass we carried 
registered 57 below. Our thermom- 
eter has spirits in it, quicksilver 
gives little or no response after the 
cold reaches around 40 below. 

It was strange to meet other em- 
ployees of the line whom we had con- 
versed with over the line in Morse 
code with; I found most of them had a 
different appearance to what I had ex- 
pected. Mostofus drank far to much 


a 
Fifth cabin. Famous station half way between Ashcroft and Dawson, Y.T. 


L 


The nearest habitation, another telegraph cabin, was over fifty miles away. 


rum and we played a lot of poker, 
much to my sorrow as I lost nearly 
a months salary. I was able to pick 
up a typewriter in town and will now 
copy Morse straight off the telegraph 
line with this ‘mill’ as operators call 
it. 

Kaien Island won out onthe election 
issue, and now there will be terrific 
activity up and down the Skeena River 
whichis a very bad river at any time 
ofthe year. “’e hear the new port is 
to be called Prince Rupert. 

We allhad a very hard trip return- 
ing asa heavy thaw set in with several 
flurries of snow, resulting in the firm 
hard trail we had recently travelled 
over breaking up. Our snowshoes 
sank in eight and ten inches all the 
way back and as we had much climb- 
ing to do it was quite an ordeal. 

I don’t know yet which way Pilling 
voted. Perhaps we killed eachother’s 
vote, but one thingIlam sure of, never 
again willI make around trip on snow- 
shoes of 194 miles to vote. 

This has been a long letter but as 
we go months without being able to 
get letters out I figured I better give 
you all the news. I expect to see you 
allnext year as I am entitled to three 
months leave with two months full pay. 
Perhaps since so much time will be 
taken up with travelling I may get an 
extension of a month. My love and 
best wishes to you both. Don’t worry 
about me mother, I am in excellent 
health, andin any event do not expect 
to stay buriedin the woods very much 
longer. 


Your loving son 


P. S. This letter has laid around five 
days and no chance yet to get it out. 
Pilling has gone. He was transfer- 
redto my old station of Nakina, North 
of here. He decided to take the har- 
monium with him but would not trust 
it to the dog sleigh, so he packed it 
onhisback. It was half a mule pack- 
load in its case when it arrived here 
and made a mountainous pack on 
Jack’s back. I helped him out for 
twenty-four miles, and had intended 


to go as far as thehalfway refuge 
whichis thirty miles, but he insisted 
Iturnback. Just before we parted he 
said; ‘‘Just aminute’’. Thenhe un- 
slung the cumbersome pack, set the 
organup and played me several Scot- 
tishairs. He sat on a large grub box 
we always take on the dog sleigh while 
doing this and looked very comical. 
It was a nippy day but not bitter, but 
he must have found it coldon his hands 
Sitting there with a parka on anda 
toque pulled well down over his ears 
it was certainly a strange setting. 
The wind was sighing through the 
trees and every once in a while huge 
clots of snow would fall suddenly with 
a plunk. I wondered what any person 
passing along the trail would have 
thought coming suddenly on such an 
unusual sight. However we were 
many miles from any man. I miss 
him badly now. A young man is due 
to arrive from Telegraph Creek to 
take his place but to me it will not be 
the same. 

We lost one of our employees South 
in that same heavy thaw that we men 
up North experienced. The lineman 
at 3rd Cabin North of Hazelton was 
found dead on the trail by his partner 
Cornish. It appears that Gilbert Mc- 
Donald, the lineman, had been ona 
visit to the 4th Station and was on his 
way back to his own station when he 
got caught in the bad thaw. He had 
never troubled to learn the Morse 
Code and so had no way of communi- 
cating with the men either side of him. 

When he was almost forty hours 
overdue Cornishbecame alarmed and 
went out on the trail to meet him, 
Cornish tooka buggy with him, which 
is simply a lighted candle stuck into 
acanopened at one end. About three 
miles out when it was almost dark 
Cornish came acrossa large hump on 
the trail covered with newly fallen 
snow. He was immediately suspicious | 
and removing one of his snowshoes 
cleared a space around the hump. It 
was the body of McDonald. 

Cornish hadno sleigh with him, and 
he didnot like to leave the body there 
for fear some wild animal might mo- 
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lest it. He decided to carry it on his 
shoulders back to the station. Using 
a spare piece of babiche which he had 
tied around his waist, he now fasten- 
edit under the arms of'the dead man, 
and by almost superhuman effort man- 
agedto raise the body. It was a long 
weary journey back to the station. 
With each step the body swung from 
side to side and continually became 
caught in snow-laden brush leaning 
over the trail. It was almost mid- 
night when the weary man reached the 
station and deposited his sad load on 
the bunk which it had in happier days 
occupiedbefore. Then Cornish tried 
to raise some station along the line to 
let them know so that they could pass 
the word in case the line broke on 
both sides. Far down on the Yukon 
River, fully eight hundred miles away 
another lonely lineman lay awake with 
toothache. Heansweredthe call, and 
after that Cornish soon was sleeping 
within six feet of the dead man. Mc- 
Donald’s body was taken to Hazelton 
and buried along side of four other 
employees who have lost their lives 


in this service. 
THE END 


THE RED WHEELED WAGON 


continued from page 8 


monies. In Europe, Hyssop is coll- 
ected and mashed and then distilled 
for a valuable perfumed oil, the base 
of many fine scents used by miladies 
of fashion. 

Chickweed is worth money for mak- 
ing skin ointment, white yarrow flow- 
ers provide hair and scalp remedies, 
and from the prickly wild nettle half 
a dozen different medicines can be 
concocted. The barks of wild cherry, 
of black alder, and of dwarf dogwood 
or red willow allhave potent medicin- 
al properties, the red willow bark 
providing a very strong drug that is 
our native equivalent of quinine. But 
we’re toofar from the manufacturing 
market to make herb collecting pay 
Probably the only way westerners can 
make money out of native medicinal 
plants is to learn how to play a banjo, 
get a wagonand paint the body yellow 


and the wheels red, then clap a silk 
hat onthe head and tour the back roads 
as a Medicine Man! 

THE END 
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slightly damaged. Theboiler had ex- 
ploded, and a couple of her wheels 
wuz off, and the cab had been so low 
that the Hairy men had took the roof 
off it. But the railway should have 
been able to fix them trifles. 

‘*But it evenkicked about that. Told 
me I’dset her onthe rails without red 
flags or torpedoes, and that an am- 
munition train had almost bumped in- 
to it, which would have exploded the 
ammunition. I told ‘em that the am- 
munition was already bought and paid 
for, sowhatifit HAD exploded? Told 
‘em to buy shares in an ammunition 
factory and suchtrifles wouldn’t both- 
erthem. Andalsoaskedem not to 
bother me, was only trying to make 
an honest living at an honest profess- 
ion, so to speak. 

‘But Inow was without power. Then 
one day a battleship came limping in. 
She’d stuck a mine and to liven things 
more some torpedo had gone off on its 
own accord. I wish the railway men 
coulda seen what the torpedoes had 
done to that ship! THEN they would- 
n’t gripe because I didn’t lay any tor- 
pedoes in front of their trains! That 
shipwas damaged! But since battle- 
ships don’t grow on bushes, and I’m 
a helpful cuss, I done my best to fix 
her. Of course I had no sixteen inch 
plates fer her armor belts, but I baked 
up some of my bannock that sticks 
with a guy in the toughest pinches. I 
and the Hairy men smeared it on the 
ship hot. The plates seemed to sort 
of shrivel up whar the bannock touched 
and the water seemed to sort of want 
to stay away from them parts of the 
ship. But Ifixed her. And thar was 
a BATTLESHIP when I was done! 
Her mere presence woulda won any 
engagement, perhaps even a war. 
She was shell, bomb and torpedo proof 
and even an atomic blast woulda only 
served to bake the bannock slightly 
tougher. And it couldn’t be made 
radio active on a bet! 

Everything woulda been fine, except 
that the Captain gave me a nice letter 
thanking me and using more words 
that I couldn’t understand. But I did 
understand that all the storekeepers 
wouldn’t take that white paper for 
groceries, they wanted green, or 
blue, or orange, andItold the Captain 


this. He just smiled and had me 
throwedashore. This of course made 
me mad and I hatched up a plot to get 
even. 

“Thad my Hairy mencut their hair, 
then put on clothes and stuff like you 
are wearing and take a half dozen 
stone crocks of my super special 
prune wine to the ship. They were 
invited aboard and the sailors were 
soon guzzling like a desert soaking 
up athunderstorm. Pretty soon the 
fumes got over all thet ship and by 
sundown every man jack of em was 
snoozing peacefulasa bear denned up 
for winter. Then during the night we 
Swiped their engines. Actually it 
wasn’t stealing. I hadfixedtheir ship 
and now I was taking my pay. Like I 
say I’m a honest man in an honest 
profession. 

“The ship had a 160,000 H. P. 
steam turbine, which I took out and 
put on the mill. That gave us lots of 
power! Ialsoinstalleda gunshot feed 
by mounting three fifteen inch guns 
from the ship at both ends of my mill 
tracks. One set blows the carriage 
ahead and the other blows it back. 
Works good, the only objection being 
that the outfit is slightly noisy. The 
carriage comes by once every second, 
and the sawdust grains fly outa the 
blower atadeuce ofa rate! They are 
a good size too, about as big as hens 
eggs and as dangerous. 

“‘One day a Compensation Board 
Inspector was wandering around the 
mill and got beaned with some saw- 
dust. He was knocked stiffern a frozen 
moccasin and it wasn’t until after we’d 
given hima snifter of prune wine that 
he limberedup. Then hetook another 
snifter on his own accord and lit for 
home like an arrow just twanged from 
a bow. Ain’t seen any Inspectors 
since so I guess our set up must off 
satisfied them all. 

‘Shortly after the Inspector left I 
had trouble with my cook. Ye see I 
feed my Hairy men rice cooked with 
fermented raisens. They shore go 
for that. But it ain’t as cheap as it 
sounds, for they sure do away with a 
pile. Anyhow like I was saying the 
critter I first had cooking spent her 
time reading Dungarrovian love tales 
instead of attending to business. My 
crew got sore at this and as a gentle 
hint that she wasn’t wanted rustled 
up a couple of old grizzly bears and 
threw them inthe shack with her. She 
caught on right away as the last we 
seen of her she was galloping down 
the trail the Inspector had blazed on 
his outward journey. 

Then the Hairy men brought in their 
own cook andnow things are fine. Cut 
about a million a day and sell her at 
tidewater for fifty a thousand. Only 
trouble I’m getting worried about 
markets. They’ve just about got the 
mess from the last war cleaned up and 
building might slowdown. But I don’t 


worrymuch. W’hat with the universal 
introduction of the hydrogen bomb 
they can destroy things a heap faster 
than my Hairy men. And what with 
the unrest on the international horizon 
the lumber business looks good for 
years. Youknow,’’ trapper Dan said 
finally, ‘‘I think this sawmilling will 
really payoff. Especially now I’ve 
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got the little kinks ironed out. 
THE END 
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Box 718, 
Quesnel, B.C. 


Dear Subscriber: 

Are you already worrying about a 
Christmas present for friends and re- 
latives? Are you looking for a gift 
that conveys a message deeper than a 
Christmas card, yet one that is inex- 
pensive and certain to be appreciated 
allyear? If youare may we help you ? 
For a special Christmas rate of $?. 00 
we will send a year’s subscription of 
the Digest to anyone in Canada, and 
enclose a seasonal gift card. 

Unlike a tieor similar present that 
is opened and forgotten, a Digest 
Christmas subscription brings six re- 
minders a year of your thoughtful- 
ness. Anda Digest subscription is a 
gift that never grows old, it renews 
its welcome six times a year. You 
are in effect sending six gifts a year. 
Six gifts packed with lively articles 
on the northwest, entertaining feat- 
ures on its people, and accurate wr- 
ite-ups on its industries, towns, and 
cities. 

The Digest is a particularly appro- 
priate gift for B.C. residents, but it 
is equally welcome for those who have 
visited the northwest, and even for 
those who have never seen the north- 
west but are curious about the area. 

And coming issues will be more in- 
teresting thanever. Besidesthe new 
features ‘Aroundthe Towns’ and ‘The 
Storytellers Center’, additional a- 
ttractions are planned. In the coming 
year an entire issue will be devoted 
to Dawson Creek and the south Peace 
River area. Another will focus on 
Fort St. John and the fabulous land 
north of the Peace. And when the 
thriving Cariboo village of Quesnel 
becomes B.C.’s youngest city some- 
time next year, an entire issue will 
celebrate the occasion. 

Have you ever wondered just how the 
other guy makes a living, what his job 
is, his hours, qualifications, proh- 
lems, wages, and other aspects? A 
series called ‘How British Colum- 
bians earna Living’ will answer your 
questions. Youwill roar through the 
Fraser Canyon in an 18 wheel Deisel 
rig, watch arancher at work, and sit 
with a cat skinner as he jockies a 30 
ton crawler, just to mention a few. 

Why not ensure that you receive 
forthcoming issues? Subscribe now. 
Solve your Christmas present prob- 
lem at the same time by sending Digest 
Christmas gift subscriptions. As an 
added service if you wish we will hold 
the magazines and mail them for de- 
livery at Christmas. 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 
within the Bella Coola Valley itself, 
punched through by the Highways De- 
partment was improved with moneys 
allotted for the ‘‘new’’ road) the road 
is not yet an attraction to the average 
tourist nor the average freight hauler , 
but the seed has been planted, and the 
tiny plant nourished. Ina few years 
it willgrow to be a tremendous factor 
in the economy of western Canada. 
Minister of Highways, the Honorable 
Mr. Gaglardi, has promisedto‘‘Try’’ 
to get $50, 000 a year for the new road 
connection. This amount spent on it, 
even by the end of 1956, would result 
in a road that would not repel the ti- 
midest of tourists. 
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this time it must have been wine, women and BONG. 


PETER DUNLEVEY 

CONTINUED FROM PAG? 7 

watch goot. Kloonas bom by Chilcotin 
kill V"hitemans.’’ Saying this he drop- 
the butt of his musket to the gravelly 
bar, probably in token of good will and 
confidence. 

Duntevey noted all this shrewdly, 
appreciating the Indian’s evident 
friendliness as he replied with his 
ingratiating smile: ‘‘Yes, we hear 
about bad Chilcotins over there; but 
I guess we can take care of our- 
selves,’’ indicating with a grin the 
long Kentucky rifles now in the hands 
of his partners, then added: ‘‘But 
you good Indian? Friendly anyway. 
You tell Whiteman watch out. You 
not like Chilcotin?’’ 

‘Nowitka, yas, ’’ 
““No like Chilcotin. 
mans, some meanbuckas. Some nice 
womans, hiyoo plitty,’’ gesturing 
with a grin, ‘‘but most wil buckas. 
Like fight Shuswap. Fight Yabatan 
Fort ’ Lexander Injins--steal klootch- 
mans’’ (women). 

“Mmm!’’ considered Dunlevey, 
grinning in turn. ‘‘You sound like 
you could steal a pretty woman your- 
self if you had a chance, young man! 
Yes, andfight for her like blazes too, 
by the look of you. But what’s your 
name and where do you come from?’’ 

“Me name Tomaah,’’ replied the 
Indian gravely, probably not quite get- 
ting the significance of Dunlevey’s 
remarks. ‘‘Kamloops niha illihee. 
Kamloops Tyee nika papa. Me wuk 
Hudsam Bayh. Now me come Fo’t 
Yale. Go Fo’t ’Lexander pack paper 
for Hudsam Bayh Tyee. What you do 
dat one?’’ again quired the Indian, 


Oh some good 


wi 


replied the Indian. 


pointing to the rocker. 

‘“‘Oh, I see. Hudson’s Bay Indian 
runner, eh?’’ said Dunlevey. ‘‘W’ell, 
you do look as though you could run 
some as well as fight and steal pretty 
women,’’ he continued, sizing up 
again the young Indian’s lithe yet pow- 
erfulform appreciatively. ‘‘And you 
do look like a chief’s son at that. 
Come, I’ll show you what we do with 
that one.’’ Leading the Indian to the 
rocker, where two of his partners 
were again busy with the wash up, 
the others standing near, he said to 
them: ‘‘I guess, boys, this should be 
alessontous. W’e’ll have to be more 
watchful or we’ll have those Chilcotin 
savages sneaking upon us as this fel- 
low did.’ Then to the Indian: ‘We 
miners. Washgold. Yousavvy gold? 

“Halo Kumtux gol”.’ 

‘Will you listen to that, fellahs?’ 
cried the no less puzzled and astonish- 
edminer. ‘He says he doesn’t savvy 
gold! Here, I show you.’ Then pick- 
ing up one of the largest flakes of gold 
on the bottom of the rocker, he showed 
ittothe Indian. ‘That gold. All same 
money. Good money. ’ 

The Indian took it between his fing- 
er- and thumbnails and whipping out 
his sheath knife began to cut at the gold 
flake, which was about the size of a 
large flake of wheat bran. ‘Haah! 
Yas!’ he exclaimed presently. ‘Niki 
kumtux ookook! Me know dat one. 
Dat you call gol’? But small one,too 
muchtanass. Me know ka higoo beeg 
one stop. Lots um.’ 

‘Big ones? How big?’ exclaimed 
the miner, interested at once. 

‘Oh, all same,’ said the Indian, 
picking up a small pebble about the 
size and shape of a Lillooet bean. 
‘Some like dat. ‘Somemore small.’ 

‘Look, fellahs!’ cried Dunleyey, 
now excited as were all the others 
having heard. ‘He says he knows wh- 
ere there’s lots of big pieces--nuggets 
the size of beans!’ 

‘Where? Where?’ they all cried at 
once. 

‘Far in amountin. One li’! river’ 
-waving his arm to the northeast. 

To their questions as to how far, 
how long it would take to get there, 
and would he show them the way, the 
Indian went to a smooth patch of sand 
nearby and drew a rough map showing 
a river of clear water, not like this. 
dirty water here, and a big lake into 
whichit emptied. Then a river flow- 
ing out of the lake to the V’est until it 
joined this river-the Yraser-and on 
down past here. The gold was in the 
little river above the big lake. An- 
other line he drew indicated the Hud- 
son’s Bay brigade Trail from Kam- 
loops to Fort Alexandria, and about 
halfway between a small lake that he 
called Lac La Hache. "rom there, 
said, it was not so far to the little 
river, in a Northeasterly direction 
through a pine forest. But, he said, 
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he was working for the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, bearing important letters, 
and must go on without delay to Fort 
Alexandria, andthere the factor would 
probably send him on another trip. 

But Dunlevey and his partners were 
unanumous inthe belief that the matter 
was worth looking into seriously. So 
they persuaded the Indianto camp with 
them that night so they could talk it 
over and make plans, finally the Indian 
agreed. Before they slept that night 
it was arranged that the Indian was to 
meet them at the Southeast end of Lac 
La Hache, on the Brigade Trail, at 
the end of sixteen days. They first 
said two weeks and then decided to 
addtwo days in case of delays. They 
further agreed that ifeither party was 
at the rendezvous before the other, it 
would wait one week before taking fur - 
ther action. Also that if the factor at 
Fort Alexandria would not let Tomaah 
off, the latter was to provide another 
Indian to take his place. 

He said he hada friend-another Hud- 
son’s Bay runner called Long Bach- 
eese-probably Baptiste-who was even 
better acquainted with that country 
than he was. In the meantime, the 
Dunlevey party wasto go downriver to 
Lillooet, and then by way of Marble 
Canyonto Kamloops where they were 
to go to Tomaah’s father, the chief, 
to arrange for pack-horses to pack a 
summer’s supply to take in with them 
to the little river. 

That night around the flickering 
campfire Tomaah told the little party 
that the Shuswap name for the gold 
bearing river meant ‘Wild Water’. He 
also told them that the Indians made 
little trinkets of the gold, beating and 
carving the metal into shape. He said 
some of the tribes even had rings 
which they had somehow beaten and 
carved to shape and which had been 
held in great veneration by certain 
families for generations past-evident- 
ly withsome sort of supersitious awe 
and reverence for the rare, precious 
metal. 

Whenthe miners finally rolled into 
their blankets that night they lay star- 
ing at the star-studded heavens over 
head. Eachhadhis own thoughts, and 
the stars shining from the darkness 
must have reminded each of nuggets 
gleaming dully ina pan of sand. They 
were astrange party, each so differ- 
ent, yet held together bynecessity and 


the prospect of a golden rainbow at the 
end of their long journey. 

Peter Curran Dunlevey was born in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., U.S.A., October 
?1st, 1834, so he was in his twenty- 
fifth year at the time of which we wr- 
ite. He was of Irish descent and ‘proud 
av it,’ yetthoroughly American in his 
allegiance and feelings; so much so, 
in fact, that he never renounced his 
United States citizenship. Regarding 
this he used to say: ‘No, I was born 
an American citizen and by God I'll 
die one’-and he did. He was about five 
feet nine inches tall and would in his 
prime weigh about a hundred and sev- 
enty-five pounds; of light complexion , 
fair straight hair andblueeyes. Mos- 


tly he used to wear the Yankee beard 
or chin whisker as it was called, some 


times with a moustache, but usually 
not. 

In his younger mining days he wore 
the conventional miner’s garb: heavy, 
mostly blue, woolen shirt and cord- 
uroys, but always of good material. 
After heauit active manual mining for 
a businessman’s life he was never 
seen except in a white shirt with a 
stiff starched front, the‘boiled’ shirt 
of the time, but without collar or tie 
-unless the occasion demanded a coat 
-with a vest always open except for 
one or two buttons at the bottom, and 
carrying a gold watch and heavy gold 
chain and gold-mounted magnifying 
glass. But so rarely as to be almost 
never did he wear a coat in his own 
house. And there were many Amer- 
icans like him in those days, who 
seemed to consider the boiled shirt 
stood for everything in the business- 
man’sconventionaldress. He prided 
himself on his personal appearance, 
but had his own notions of what a ge- 
ntleman should wear. 

Yet among his other occupations he 
wasfirst, last and all the time a mi- 
ner, so, todistinguish him and his ilk 
from the manual miner, he was known 
in those days as ‘Pete, the gentleman 
miner.’ He would grubstake anyone 
in whose character he had confidence 
to go prospecting ona fifty-fifty basis , 
and it mattered not at all to him that 
the man knew nothing of mining. To 
his friends who would protest he would 
say: 

‘What’stheodds? It’sall a gamble 
anyway. Ilovethe element of chance 
init and I’m willing to pay for it, and 
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besides they say ‘afoolfor luck.’ So 
if he’s a fool as a miner, andI’m a 
foolfor staking him, whythen there’s 
two fools, so we should have double 
luck. That’s sound logic, isn’t it ? 
Anyway it’s what I’m betting on. 

And in that attitude to the miner’s 
life andfortunes you have Dunlevey’s 
character portrayed. You can see 
from this what great persuasive force 
he had, eventhough at times his argu- 
ments were pure sophistry like the 
above. But sophistry or not, he could 
always make them ringtrue and sound 
convincing, as we shall see, and that 
told, though it sometimes led him and 
his friends into losing ventures. But 
he always played for big stakes, and 
when he won-which was nearly always 
-he came out with enough to cover his 
mistakes. 

So it is that here we find him and 
his partners making good wages on a 
river bar with their rocker, saving 
gold without quicksilver that any mi- 
ner would know was fairly coarse for 
river dust, yet leaving it without hes- 
itation or regret, for the powerful lure 
of the unkown, simply because he had 
confidence inthe character of an Ind- 
ian whom he had never seen before. 
An Indian who didn’t even know gold 
byname. But Dunlevey knew he must 
have seen it before when he knew the 
metal again when he saw it and tested 
it with his knife. 

There is dramatic force and interest 
in this episode that would be hard to 
beat, or evenequal, and that is why I 
have dealt in such detail upon this 
phase of the story. For the whole 
story of the discovery of the rich gold 
deposits of the Cariboo at that time is 
based uponit and so too, incidentally, 
is the story of the change from a Crown 
Colony to a Province of this mighty 
Dominion. 

He had a better-than-average edu- 
cation but disliked bookkeeping and the 
drudgery of office work, sohe always 
had a clerk or bookkeeper -‘secretary’ 
he would be called these days. He 
was an inveterate gambler, as most 
miners must be whether they admit it 
or not. He was what is known as a 
‘good sport’ inasmuch as he was a 
good loser and never a boastful win- 
ner; and finally he was of an extremely 
bland and mildmanner, yet had much 
force and determination of character 
for all that. Henever brawled, hence 
in those rough days he had to have 
someone at hand to take care of the 
rough stuff, and in Jim Sellers, one 
of his partners, he had such a one who 
could-and did. He was built for it. 

Jim Sellers was a big, brawny br- 
uiser, but a good-natured one withal. 
He had both power and speed and, like 
most men who have those physical 
properties, whohadbrains and cour- 
age as well, he had taken care to ac- 
quire skill to use them. He never 
started a quarrel and usually his good- 
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natured grin and: ‘Now don’t you start 
sompen you cain’t stop’ would prevent 
others from starting one either, his 
appearance and reputation helping, of 
course. But when Dunlevey’s suave 
diplomacy or Jim’s raillery failed of 
their object as when a bad loser at a 
card game returned for a showdown 
filled with Dutch courage, Jim usually 
made a short job of slowing him down, 
and then dressed his bruises for him. 
Aformidable antagonist yet a reluct- 
ant one, and that suited Dunlevey’s 
policy perfectly. An American, as 
were all Dunlevey’s partners; from 
his speechI should say he came from 
down Texas way. Hewasa good min- 
er, boatman and woodsman and a 
dead-shot with his Kentucky rifle and 
Colt powder-and-ball revolver of the 
time. A first-rate all-round front- 
iersman. 

Ira Crow was the typical lean and 
lanky all-round California miner, and 
a good one; experienced and practical, 
yet with an almost uncanny sensitive- 
ness to ‘indications. ’ He was the part- 
ner who usually planned their mining 
operations. 

Tom Moffitt andTom Manifee were 
men of a different stamp:physically 
from the others, but much the same 
to themselves. Both were rather 
slight men, but what there was of them 
was all to the good-tough and wiry. 
Manifee was the comic of the bunch, 
a born entertainer. Song and banter 
emanated from him ‘like scent from 
awoman,’ as Dunlevey would say; or 
‘Like skunk pee!’ as Crow would snap 
when Tom’s unperdictable antics wou- 
Id exasperate even his good nature. 
But they all liked him just the same. 
He always wore ahat, indoors or out, 
and always on the back of his head, 
which gave him a devil-may-care air 
that fittedhim. His bright, close-set 
eyes, lean, long face and jutting lower 
jaw and chin whiskers gave him a foxy 
appearance that fitted him too. 
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Tom Moffitt was born at a little 
place called Williamsport in Indiana, 
U.S.A. Apart from his mining and 
farming, the most notable thing about 
him, at least inthose early days, was 
his really uncanny skill with cards, 
coupled with the unbelievable quick- 
ness of his eyesight and hands. He 
could take a deck of cards after you 
had shuffled them to your liking, re- 
shuffle them and deal out four top po- 
ker hands, the winning hand to any 
player he wished; and while he was 
doing it, both his hands and the riff- 
ling cards were just a blur to the ob- 
server. 

In other words he could stack a deck 
of cards right before your eyes, and 
though you watched your darndest you 
couldn’t see how he did it. Of course 
this entailed a remarkable quickness 
of eyesight as well as of hands. For 
example, youcould draw a card from 
a deck lying face down on the table, 
place it ontop of the deck without look- 
ing at it and still face down; then 
Moffitt would lift the card turn it up 
and read it and turn it down again so 
fast that only he of those present could 
name it correctly before he turned it 
up again to view. 
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While Moffitt was an enthusiastic and 
industrious prospector and miner, he 
had little mining luck and none of that 
sensitiveness to indications that Crow 
had, whotoldhim: ‘Tom, yougot the 
derndest fool luck in allus pickin’ the 
wrong places ter dig!’ 

It is probable Dunlevey picked him 
up chiefly for his skill with cards, as 
he certainly took full advantage of it 
in his gambling operations at Beaver 
Lake from 1860 to’63, the three years 
he remained there. Yet Moffitt was 
never a gambler for the sake of gamb- 
ling or the profits from it, but solely 
for love or and skill with cards. For 
he never profited himself from the 
huge winnings his skill brought to Dun- 
levey and Sellers, who had no such 
scruples. 

He was to leave many colorful tales 
behind, but that night he little dreamt 
of the part he was destined to play in 
coming months. 

When they awoke next morning the 
miners discovered that the big Indian 
had disappeared, but they had been too 
long onthe frontier to worry about it. 
They packed their few belongings and 
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headed back down the Yraser on the 
first part of their journey to Lillooet. 

When the party arrived at Lillooet 
they sold their boat and most of their 
equipment, retaining, besides their 
arms and some prospector’s tools for 
use on their trip, only the sheetiron 
rocker screen, a crosscut saw and 
their precious whipsaw and American 
axes, their clothing and bedding. 

Although they tried to be as casual 
and quiet as possible about their mov- 
ements to avoid being swamped by 
applications to join their party or of 
starting a rush that might so easily 
get in their way, they well knew 
the burning fever they were laboring 
under, because of the Indian’s news 
and which was extremely likely to 
communicate itself to the other min- 
ers, whoare ever feverishly alert for 
any evidence of news of a new strike, 
eventhough they be ever so careful to 
let no word escape them. And this 
proved to be only too true. 

They reached Kamloops in record 
time onfoot, having been able to pur- 
chase only two cayuses from Lillooet 
Indians to pack their dunnage. There 
they met with an unexpected surprise. 
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the summer has seen a record influx 
of job seekers, many of whom brought 


their families. Incidentally while 
speaking of publicity the March-April 
edition of the Digest carrying the fea- 
ture story on Prince George sold out 
even to the office copy. 

One thing that local residents don’t 
worry about despite the building boom 
isamaterials shortage. For the first 
six months this year the district’s 
mills have cut over 358, 000, 000 board 
feet, awhopping 35 per cent increase 
over last year’s total for the same 
period. Theyear’scut is expected to 
exceed 500, 000, 000 boardfeet, worth 
an estimated $25, 000, 000to the city/ 

This summer also brought good 
news for those concerned about the 
city’s basic dependence on lumbering. 
Last August two European financial- 
ists paid a quick visit to the districts 
clay deposits. They left before they 
could be questioned but many feel that 
the secrecy of the visit proves they 
were up to, in this case, nothing but 
good. 

The local clay deposits are among 
the finest inNorthAmerica. The clay 
is plentiful and of high enough quality 
for making firebrick, pottery, and 
other commodities. One of the larg- 
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est beds, only 20 miles northof Prince 
George, is 40 feet thick and almost a 
mile long, and close to the P.G.E. 
extension to the Peace River. 
Besides putting trackage near the 
clay deposits, another dividend at- 
tributableto the P.G.E. extension is 
trackage on a 2,000 acre industrial 
site just outside Prince George city 
limits. This site is tailored fora 
pulp mill, and with enough wastage 
from mills in and around Prince 
George tokeep a pulp mill operating, 
cheap power is the only drawback. 
And this latter problem seems about 
tobe licked. By December the B.C. 
Power Commission has agreed to put 
forward a planto provide cheap power 
or else let private industry move in. 
Last summer Saw contracts let to 
improve several of the worst sections 
of the northern Trans-provincial 
highway and the Hart Highway. Last 
Spring and early summer the district 
lost millions of dollars when both 
highways were closed to heavy traffic 
for weeks atatime. In August Ray 
Williston, Fort George MLA, prom- 
ised that the highway between Prince 
George and Vanderhoof would be 
blacktopped by 1957, and that by 1958 
Prince George would be linked to Van- 
couver byblacktop. Ontop of this the 
Government recently appropriated 
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$150,000 to start the long awaited 
highway linking Prince George with 
Jasper and the east. However as an 
editorial inthe Prince George Citizen 
pointed out, $150, 000 isa very small 
sum to start building 130 miles of 
road, especially when the overall 
cost has been estimated at $4, 000, 000. 

And while speaking of roads a new 
slogan was heard in Prince George 
last September. It was ‘‘from the 


pines of Alaska to the palms of Cal- 


Huge plants like the above contribute 
greatly to local economy. 
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ifornia’’, and it aptly sums up the 
work of the Okanagan Cariboo Trail 
Association who held their annual 
convention in the city. 

To many people the mention of the 
Association brings a disgusted snort. 
Resort owners, especially in the 
Fraser canyon, feel that the Assoc- 
iation is interested only in getting the 
tourist to travel the Okanagon. Such 
isn’t the case. The Association above 
all wants the tourist to enjoy himself 
andto visitas much of B.C. as poss- 
ible. The Association would rather 
the tourist visit boththe Okanogan and 
the Fraser Canyon and go home sat- 
isfied, than spend all his time in one 
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area and go home annoyed. 

As Alex Bowie, Canadian president 
of the Association points out, 39 per 
cent of tourists visit Canada because 
of a recomendation by friends, anda 
happy tourist isthe cheapest and most 
effective method of advertising the 
province. And the Association is as 
interested in the Canadian tourist as 
it is in the American. At present 
Canadian tourists spend far more in 
the U.S. than American tourists spend 
in Canada, despite the fact that the 
U.S. has 15 times Canada’s populat- 
ion. Thereforeevery B.C. resident 
who canbe persuaded to ‘‘see B.C.’’ 
boosts the $70,000,000 a year tour- 
ist industry. 

Of interest to the outdoor fratern- 
ity in Prince George is the fact that 
locally moose seem plentiful. At 
least this is the firm belief of two 
motorists. Oneofthem, Craig Fras- 
er, meta moose and took to the ditch 
when the big fellow contested the right 
of way. Then the moose casually 
ambled off, leaving Craig sitting with 
a hundred dollars damage to his new 
car. Another motorist who came 
face to face with one of the big boys 
was more fortunate. He also took to 
the ditch but escaped with minor dam- 
ages, 

In another meeting between man 
and beast the tables were turned. A 
72 year old prospector named Joe 
Michaud was prospecting for uranium 
near Prince George when suddenly a 
cow moose and her calf charged ac- 
ross the trail ahead of him. Thena 
bear highballed along the same route 
and seeing that it couldn’t catch the 
moose turned on Joe. But Joe was 
equal to the occasion. He waited 
until the bear was close then clunked 
it with his axe. The last Joe saw of 
the bear it was crawling groggily un- 
der a windfall for protection. 

In his battle Joe was more fortun- 
ate than Winfield Wilson who fought it 
out with a car in downtown Prince 
George. Thecar knocked Wilson down 
the law picked him up, and the mag- 
istrate fined him $10. 00 for being in- 
toxicated in a public place. 


‘'There, that should do it,!"' 


If citizen Wilson hada gripe against 
cars he has the sympathy of Commis- 
sioner Ceal Tingley at Quesnel. The 


Commissioner’s troubles started one 
night at a council meeting when he 
wondered whether traffic laws were 
being enforced as vigorously as they 
could be. On his way home that night 
he found out. He overlooked a stop 
sign, and also a nearby policeman, 
and next day the magistrate present- 
ed Ceal with factual proof of traffic 
enforcement. 

After that Commissioner Tingley 
adopted a live and let live attitude to- 
wards the motor age but the arrange- 
ment wasn’ttolast. One evening last 
summer he approached the Fraser 
river bridge, ashedid a public works 
truck ahead skidded off the road. Ceal 
stopped but a following truck didn’t 
andit promptly squashed the trunk of 
his Buick. On top of that the impact 
shot him forward and he whanged into 
the car ahead, severely bashing his 
front end for good measure. 

On the theory that a Real estate 
salesman without a car is as useful 
as acowboy without a horse he hoofed 
down to Johnston Brothers Garage and 
picked himself up a snappy two tone 
Oldsmobile. Papers were filled out, 
signatures affixed, and the Commiss- 
ioner drove happily away. Ten min- 
utes later he was back, the trunk as 
wrinkled as an old prune. 

It appeared that he drove two blocks 
from the garage, slowed at the rail- 
way tracks and was rammed by a 
driver paying more attention to the 
scenery than to the road. The Com- 
missioner didn’t say much, that is, 
much that is printable. However in 
Quesnela rumor persists that some- 
one is soon taking delivery of a war 
surplus tank. 

But not only Commissioner Tingley 
is having trouble with the motor era. 
Last july 225 grinning monsters call- 
ed parking meters appeared anda 


a a oe eee fx 
WITHIN TWO YEARS ROAD SCENES SUCH AS THE 
ABOVE WILL BE NOTHING BUT SAD MEMORIES 
FOR MOTORISTS AND TRUCKERS FROM PRINCE 
GEORGE SOUTH. NEXT YEAR PAVEMENT WILL 
REACH QUESNEL AND BY 1957 LINK PRINCE GEO- 


RGE WITH THE COAST 
AS MURDOCK McLEOD PHOTOS 


Nauct 


OF NEWSPAPERS AND 
PERIODICALS 


y,) NEWS AGENCIES 
(j Y WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS 
— 


"THE PLACE TO GO FOR BRANDS YOU KNOW" 


PRINCE GEORGE 
THE LARGEST BAKERY 


BREAD PRODUCTION 
SHOP IN THE NORTHWEST "Superior Quality” 
PHONE 97 - 1341 2nd. AVE “At Lowest Prices" 


Hein Jewellery 


Silverware and China - LeRoy Diamonds 
Bulova, Rolex and Longines watches 
Engraving - Guaranteed Watch Repairs 


1.B. GUEST 
Fishing Tackle 
KODAKS - STATIONERY 


BLAIR‘S Outfitting Ltd. 


ante r 
Mh 


SLEEPING ROBES TRAPPERS SUPPLIES 
MEN'S CLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR 
HARDWARE _— PAINT 
WESTINGHOUSE RADIOS AND APPLIANCES 
ENTERPRISE AND GURNEY RANGES 
PRINCE GEORGE 


P.O. Drawer 520 - Phone 4-L-I 


A. P. GARDNER & CO. 


CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 


PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 
Officss. at: 


Vancouver Prince Rupert 


Terrace 


PAISLEY WALLACE & CO 


Chartered Accountants 


QUESNEL, PRINCE GEORGE 
and VANCOUVER 


Se BRYANT MOTORS 
: 5 sh, Visit The Most Pe Up-To-Date 
eC Garage In Central B.C. A 


i. FLOOR CO, 


**W’e Cover The North Country** 
438 CENTRAL STREET PRINCE GEORGE 


T he Loot Slee 


éS0 DOMINION STREET 


week later $124. 00 worthof motorists 
fell prey to them. Then as a hint to 
Quesnel’s jaywalkers, yellow lines 
were painted across intersections on 
the village’s newly paved streets. 
They were supposed to give pedest- 
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would make for one as quickly as I could. 
Thus I would have my first ingredient of 
survival — plenty of water. 

The third thing would be to choose a 
spot along the creek bank that is as dry 
and as open as possible. You might not 
locate that too easily but, since I would 
know what I was looking for, I would find 
ic fairly soon in the average Canadian bush 
country. That spot would be my survival 
headquarters, so it should slope a little, 
and there should be some needled trees 
close by. 

The fourth thing I would do is to make 
a shelcer. I don’t fool myself, no matter 
how bush experienced I may think I am, 
that I can sleep out on the bare ground in 
the bush even in July. A shelter is im- 
portant, not only for body protection; it 
is important also for mental protection. 
The sense of security of a shelter is vital 
if I am going to keep my mind on the 
problems of. survival—so to the shelter, 
and the first use of my sheath knife. I'd 
cut a seven-or eight foot pole; wedge the 
pole into the branches of convenient bush- 
es, like the ridge pole of a tent; cut long 
branches from spruce, fir, or pine trees; 
and slope those branches from the ground 
to the ridge pole. I'd pile on the branches, 
and, if they get too heavy for the ridge 
pole, support the pole with some forked 
sticks. The idea would be to make the 
“walls” and one end of my shelter so thick 
they would offer resistance to flies and 
mosquitoes. If any dead trees were nearby, 
and some old bark were handy, I'd split it 
into strips and put them on top of the 
boughs, to keep out rain. I'd floor my 
shelter with smaller needled branches, and 
save two or three especially thick branches 
as a “door” for the open end. By working 
calmly, knowingly, skilfully, I should have 
my shelter ready in a couple of hours. 

I now have water and shelter! I'd be 
getting hungry. 

But something else comes first. I need 
a fire. First to find some dry pine needles, 
some dry pine cones, some pine resin, 
some birch bark, some dry grass. Second, 
to find a small dead tree or to cut a branch 
from a large dead tree. Third, to cut some 
firewood. Fourth, to cut a green sapling 
to have a stick about a yard long thar will 
bend easily, and to cut a dry straight fire- 
stick about a foot long. I am nearly ready 
to make my fire! Off comes a shoe lace 
and I make a fire-bow with the sapling 
stick. I carefully grind up some of the 
very dry materials I've collected until I 
have a handful of tinder. I cut a flat sur- 
face on the side of the small dead tree 
or large branch, and wedge that tree or 
branch securely to the ground under some 
rocks so as to leave my hands free. Using 
my fire-bow, I start twirling my dry fire- 
stick against the dry flat surface. Faster 
and faster twirls the fire-stick. Friction 


does the trick! I wair until ic starts to 
smoke, then drop some tinder ,on, and 
blow. Fire can be made with a fire-bow 
and fire-stick. It’s been done thousands of 
times. Of course, if I had a match in my 
pocket, maybe I'd use it first! 

Once I had my fire going, banked with 
green logs, and able to create and main- 
rain coals for a long while, I'd think about 
food. And I'd really be hungry by now! 

There are many edible roots, barks, ber- 
ries, leaves, shoots in the Canadian bush. 
I'd look along the bank of my creek for 
some ferns and willows. The younger 
shoots of both ferns and willows can be 
eaten raw and are quite tasty. I'd look for 
waterlilies. Water lily roots are the basis 
of ancient Indian flour. Since it’s July, i 
might be able to find raspberries, black- 
berries, blueberries, and even strawberries. 
The roots of dandelions and fireweeds are 
edible. I’ve eaten the leaves of dandelions, 
lamb’s quarters, sorrel, horsetail: in fact, 
there you have a fine salad. The inner 
bark, or bast, of the white poplar has been 
used by Indians as another sort of flour. 
The fleshy branches and the roots of the 
silverweed taste a little like sweet pota- 
toes; the roots.of the liquorice plant taste 
like young carrots; and mushrooms taste 
like, well; mushrooms. 

Even lacking a tea billy or cooking 
pot, I could stew the dandelions and 
lamb’s quarters into hot greens — if there 
were tamarack, birch and spruce trees near 
my survival camp. Birch bark to form a 
basket, tamarack roots to sew it together, 
spruce gum to make it water-proof — and 
then hot stones from the fire to boil water 
and cook my greens, or make a porridge 
from the poplar-tree bast. None of the 
lichens in Canada’s bush is poisonous, 
though most contain an acid that is bitter 
and sickening. So, when I found grey, 
brown or black lichens growing on racks 
I'd soak them overnight in my creek to 
remove the acid, then dry them in the sun 
or by my fire until they became brittle, 
then powder them by pounding, and mix 
the powder with water. Soaked overnight 
in my birch-bark pot, I'd boil the goo 
next day by dropping in the hot stones. 
And I'd have a nourishing consomé when 
hot, and a delicious jelly when cold. And 
when I mixed this jelly with poplar-tree 
bast, or with pulverized waterlily root, I'd 
have as fine a cake as Alfred burned on 
the stones of his hearth a thousand years 
ago ! 

Next, I'd look for animal traces. The 
bush floor would tell me if there are rab- 
bits about, or our friend the porcupine. 
I'd look under trees for roosting signs of 
bush hens. I'd cut myself a handy cudgel : 
it is easy to outrun a porky, or knock him 
out of a tree, and “ponasked"” porcupine 
meat is edible and nourishing. Ponask is 
the Indian term for cutting meat into 


slices and broiling the slices on a forked 
stick held against the flames. No bird is 
quite as stupid as a bush hen, and ir is 
not hard to sneak up on one that it roost- 
ing on a low branch and knock it down. 
If I heard a single frog croak, then | 
would know I was in for a feed of frogs’ 
legs! I'd stalk them, creep up with my 
cudgel, and whack them on the head. 
Frogs’ legs are $3.00 a serving in any 
epicurean restaurant! Since I have my 
shoelaces, I'd make some twitch-up and 
simple rabbit snares along likely looking 
rabbir runs. My sheath knife would build 
two or three figure-4 deadfalls where 
rabbits might knock into the triggers. I'd 
find suitable willow saplings and make 
several spears. If there are any quiet pools 
in my stream, I'd watch them carefully for 
fish. A fish, sleeping in such a pool, can 
be speared with a quick arm and an eye 
that understands water refraction. The 
Indians have done it. 

I am certain that Mr. Whiskey Jack 
would soon be around to visit me. Well, 
he’d be welcomed with a simple flat-stone 
deadfall, held up by a short stick to which 
I'd fasten my shoelaces and a long willow 
pole. When curious Jack hopped under 
the stone for my bait of a frog’s head, 
down would come the stone —and each 
Jack has at least two mouthfuls of tough 
meat on him! I would keep an eye open 
for bats, lizards, newts, mice. They are 
good to eat—at least, I know they 
wouldn't poison me. I'd especially listen 
and watch for snakes. They are very 
edible, and taste like the white meat of 
chicken. If I couldn’t wait for porcupines, 
bush hens, fish, or snakes to show up, I'd 
head for the nearest rotten tree. Grubs 
ee live in rotten wood are nourishing 
ood, whether or not you shut your eyes 
when you eat them! 

So now I have water, shelter, fire, food ! 
All I need are my rescuers! In this day 
and age, thev are most likely to start look- 
ing for me by air. That is why I would 
keep my fire going, and have some green 
needled branches handy to make smoke 
signals. When there was no wind, I would 
send up occasional smoke. signals during 
daytime, to guide any ground parties 
looking for me. When one of them ar- 
rived on my snug scene, I'd maintain my 
solid calm, hold out my hand in welcome, 
and say, “Mr. Stanley, I presume ?” 

You see, you really can survive in the 
Canadian bush, armed only with a sheath 
knife, if you have the will—the knife 
is the way. 
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AROUND THE TOWNS 
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rians some protection when crossing 
the street, but motorists got the wrong 
impression apparently, for according 
to Fred Lindsay at the Quesnel Ad- 
vertiser, motorists seem to think 
that the lanes are similar to the lanes 
ina bowling alley and that pedestrians 
are meant to be knocked out. 

While pedestrians were having their 
little troubles District Road Engin- 
eer E. Y’. Hall was recovering from 
hisown nightmare. Last June a tor- 
rential downpour washed out dozens 
of culverts and fills on both the high- 
way and railway and completely is- 
Olatec the village for almost a week 
Even now Public works crews are 
working 12 hours a day seven days a 
week and just getting the roads back 
to normal. Damage to the road and 
rail system in the district amounted 
to over a million dollars. 

Hardest hit among property owners 
~was the Yorston Brothers. A seven 
foot culvert in a highway fill above 
their Australian ranch provedtoo sm- 
allfor the terrific runoff andthe water 
steadily deepened behindthe fill. *in- 
ally it broke and atorrent 40 feet deep 
bore down on the ranch. Barns were 
demolished, sheds, corrals, and fen- 
ces washed away, and the main house 
picked from its foundation and swept 
acrosstheroad. Damagetothe ranch 
willrun intotens of thousands of dol- 
lars. 

Then about a month later the nearby 
Moffat ranch lost six head of cattle 
when lightning struck atree under wh- 
ich they were sheltering. This was 
the second suchtragedy inthe Cariboo 
this year. Last June 15 head were kil- 
led near 100 mile house under the same 
circumstances. 

But despite the ~veather local resi- 
dents are consoled by the fact that con- 
struction is going according to plan on 
a new highway north of the village. 
Over 14 miles of the 30 mile stretch is 
under construction and hopes are high 
that next year contracts to construct 
bridges over the Cottonvood river and 


Ahbou creek will be awarded. The 
new highway will cut off one of the 
worst stretches on the entire Cariboo 
Highway. The infamous Cottonwood, 
Armstrong, andCinema hills will all 
be by-passed, and not before time. 
Allthree hills have given bitter battles 
to truckers, bus drivers, and every 
one else. 

And speaking of battles it appears as 
if village Commissioners have lost 
onetoredtape. Recently West Ques- 
nel amalgamated with Quesnel and the 
Commissioners hoped to change from 
village to city status by January Ist. 
However it wasn’t that easy. There 
was more red tape than peas in pea 
soup. Among other things the change 
must be approved by Act of Legisla- 
ture and that must wait until the next 
session of Parliament. It appears now 
that Quesnel will not become B.C.’s 
newest city until 1957. 

Another community rapidly qualify- 
ing for city status is the Peace River 
center of Dawson Creek. Surrounded 
by fertile farm lands, sitting on huge 
oiland gasreserves, terminus of the 
Northern Alberta Railway and the Hart 
Highway, Mile 0 on the Alaska High- 
way and ultimately to be linked with 
the rest of B.C. by the P.G.E., it 
faces a bright future. New schools, 
offices, houses, and industrial plants 
are spring up like spring wheat and 
village fathers are hard pressed to 
keep pace with the demand for utili- 
ties. Last summer a £ 200, 000 by-law 
was passed for extending the sewer 
and water systems and the village in- 
vadedthe real estate field by opening 
new housing sub-divisions. 

But the district has also been sev- 
erely battered by storms. One hail 
storm flattened some 30,000 acres of 
grain with damage running from 30 to 
100 per cent. Then a second storm 
swept over another 95,000 acres and 
although damage wasn’t as severe as 
in the first storm, losses were still 
severe. 

But Stan ‘ifitsfor the good of Daw- 
sonCreek, theStar is for it’ Carnell, 
publisher of the Dawson Creek Star, 
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was able toseethe bright side of even 
the weather. Seems that he saw a 
friend wearing new hip waders and de- 
cided to go fishingwithhim. ‘*urther 
inquiry, however, revealed that the 
manwasn’t goingfishing, but golfing. 
And Stan says there is no truth to the 
rumour that because of the dampness 
Dawson Creek women golf in brief 
Bikini bathing suits. The bathing suits 
aren’t brief atall, they are as proper 
as those worn anywhere else in the 
Province. 

The past summer was also memor- 
able for DawsonCreek motorists. RP. 
C.M.P. officers cracked down ontra- 
ffic violators and a steady procession 
of citizens donated generously for cr- 
imes ranging from speeding to driving 
without due care and attention. 

It seems that interior centers in 
general are enforcing regulations and 
motorists are finding it cheaper to 
obey traffic laws than scoot around in 
the haphazard manner common in the 
past. It’s tough, but it’s progress. 

Anindication of progress was seen 
elsewhere last summer in DawsonCr- 
eek. Instead of farmers spraying 
their crops by hand Skyway Air Ser- 
vices did the job. “or ten days the 
biplane droned at tree top level over 
the fields, covering more in an hour 
thana man could in a week. The er- 
periment was so successful that next 
year two planes are coming into the 
area. 

We always suspected that Dawson 
Creek Junior JayCees were a live wire 
bunch, andnow we know. At the Jay- 
Cees National Convention at Halifax 
last June the local group walked off 
withthe award as the Most Outstand- 
ing Junior Chamber of Commerce in 
Canada. But winning awards is old 
stuff for the boys. Earlier this year 
they won the title of ‘Most Proficient 
JayCee group’ in an area covering 
Alberta and the Peace River section 
of B.C. Congratulations to youboys. 
With you selling Digest subscriptions 
we would soon be running serious 


AND A FAMILIAR SCENE NEAR WILLIAMS LAKE--ROUND UP TIME. _ 
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competition to that little known mag- 
azine ‘The Saturday Evening Post’. 

Aneditorialin the Peace Piver Bl- 
ock News at Dawson Creek ponders a 
phenomenom that is causing concern 
in many circles. It is the fact that 
last year was the third consecutive 
year that Canadian tourists spent mo- 
re inthe United States than American 
tourists spent in Canada. The News 
wonders why. Canada’s scenery is 
world famous yet Canadians pass it 
up. 
British Columbians in particular 
have no excuse for not ‘seeing B.C.’ 
first. Ourscenery, our fish and ga- 
me, our parks, andour chain of For- 
estry Road Camping places is second 
to none yet they are passed up in the 
mad scramble to go south. Why? It 
isagoodquestion. Asthe News sums 
up, it is also something to consider 
when putting the finishing touches on 
holiday plans. 

And speaking of holidays, an item 
in the Whitehorse Star up in the Yukon 
is designed to make fishermen start 
packing their gear. Itappearsthat so 
far the largest fish entered in Hou- 
gen’s Ltd. fishing contest is a mere 
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31 1/2 pound laketrout. It was caught 
at Aishihik Lake, about 100 crow miles 
northwest of Whitehorse by "/O Sam 
\teGee on a Glendon Steward No. 8 
spoon. ~ lying Officer McGee, nore- 
lation to the Sam of Lake Labarge 
fame, also tied into a%?pounderon 
the same trip. 

Tagish Lake, some 70 miles south 
east of Whitehorse, is also believed 
to contain fair sized fish. The word 
believed is used because actual proof 
is lacking. Fred “orrest got a bite 
then suddenly fell overboard and gave 
battle tothe fishinits native element. 
Inthe end he lost rod, reel, and acces- 
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sories. His worst problem, however , 
is that he lost the fish too and no one 
believes his story about the one that 
got away. 

But Whitehorse residents feel smug 
these days for a reason other than big 
fish. A member of their fair sex, 
Miss Dalyce Smith, went east last su- 
mmer and returned wearing the ‘Miss 
Canada’ crown. 

The 23 year old brunette is no str- 
anger to beauty titles. She won the 
Miss Kitsilano contest afew years ago 
and last winter at the Banff Winter 
Carnival brought the Queen of the 
Rockies crown back to W’hitehorse 
Local JayCees deserve a round of ap- 
plause for recognizing localtalent and 
also for raising money to send this bit 
of loveliness east to compete in the 
pageant. 

As an editorial in the Whitehorse 
Star points out, the publicity gained 
for the Yukon by the blue eyed brunette 
is as great as that caused by the Frob- 
isher announcement. We certainly 
agree, Miss Canada is certainly eas- 
ier on the eyes than a common old 
concrete dam. 

While speaking of the Frobisher de- 
velopment some idea of its ultimate 
impact on the north can be gained by 
looking at Terrace, a pleasant village 


snuggled in the Skeena river valley 
some 90 miles inland from Prince 
Rupert. A few years ago it was a sle- 
epy little village witha population less 
than1,009. Thenit became the center 
of logging operations for Columbia 
Cellulose Company and inland entry 
point for Kitimat. It quickly jumped 
to a bustling 4,599, and this is only 
the beginning. 

The village has been assured power 
from Kitimat and the B.C. Power 
Commission has agreed to build a line 
from the smelter center to Terrace. 
With a guarantee of ample power, 
something which no interior center 
has yet, it is only a matter of time 
before secondary industries develope . 

Then last July the C.N.P. rail line 
to Kitimat was completed and con- 
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AROUND THE TOWNS 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 36 

struction of a 4% mile road to the a- 
luminum project has started. On top 
of this last summer C.P. A. inaugur- 
ated direct daily flights to Vancouver 
and the coast city is now just over two 
hours away. 

The village was also host to the 
Associated Boards of Trade and Affil- 
iated Chambers of Commerceat their 
annual convention last summer and 
will undoubtedly benefit from the far 
reaching publicity. And if the practi- 
cal resolutions passed by the more 
than 100 delegates are acted on, B.C. 
will also benefit. 

The delegates felt that the great de- 
velopment innorth-central B.C. dur- 
ing the past five years would have been 
even greater had there been better 
roads and sufficient power for second- 
ary industry. Many of their resolu- 
tions dealt with road improvement on 
Highway 16 from Prince George to 
Prince Rupert and on the Hart High- 
way. 

The C.B.C. also came in for its 
share ofcriticism. Aresolutionfrom 
Terrace asked for a survey of the 
central and northern B.C. areas and 
the Yukon, and if necessary erection 
of ahigh power station to serve these 
areas. VW’e wholeheartily endorse this 
resolution. Nothing is guaranteed to 
make the interior resident tear his 
hair morethanthe mention of C.B.C. 
Quesnel, for instance, has a booster 
station, yet at night KING at Seattle 
is clearer and considered far more 
entertaining. 

While speaking of entertainment an 
item inthe Nechako Chronicle at Van- 
derhoof promises just that. It states 
that cowpoke Rich Hobson, author of 
‘Grass Beyond the Mountains’ has an- 
other book to hit the newstands Oct- 
ber 26. It is ‘Nothing too good for a 
cowpoke’ and is already being referr- 
edtoasa probable best seller. Con- 
gratulations to you, Rich. 

Another book we are eagerly await- 
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ing is one being written by Fric Coll- 
ier. Eric is well known to readers of 
the ‘Digest’ and ‘Outdoor Life’ and we 
feelthat his story of some 30 years in 
the great outdoors willalso hit the best 
seller list. 

And from Smithers comes word of 
more interior artistic talent. A local 
three week summer art course proved 
highly successful and attracted stud- 
ents from Prince George to Prince 
Rupert. The class was conducted by 
“red Ames of the Vancouver School of 
Art, and locally Mrs. J.T. Harvey 
deserves most of the plaudits for or- 
ganizing the event. 

Mr. Ames was pleased with the re- 
sults and is willing to return, but at 
present Mrs. Harvey does not intend 
organizing the course next year. It is 
just too much for one person. How- 
ever we feel that local residents will 
pitchin. The art course is excellent 
publicity and usually unearths talent 
that would otherwise remain buried. 

Last summer Smithers also had the 
honor of becoming B. C. ’s first incor- 
porated community to fluoridate its 
water. Shortly after Montrealdidthe 
same and localresidents are wonder- 
ing if it was the power of persuasion 
or the power of example at work. 

If B.C.’s forest fire outbreak was 
lower than usual this year Smithers 
resident Raymond Malkow can claim 
some credit. He was fishing with a 
companion andthe two became separ- 
ated. 

That evening when Raymond didn’t 
appear his companion started search- 
ingfor him but gaveupatdark. Year- 
ing the worst he went to Smithers and 
next morning at daybreak a search 
party set out. They met Raymond 
coming towards them, unhurt but chil- 
ledtothe bone. Being a none-smoker 
he didn’t have matches with him to 
light a fire for warmth. 

An item in the local paper at “ort 
St. John proves that people there are 
doing their best to remedy B.C.’s 
greatest problem--too few people in 
too large an area. According to the 
Alaska Highway News the village has 
the highest birth rate in Canada. If 
the national average were as high as 
inthis north Peace river village, Can- 
ada’s population would increase at a 
half milliona year. One thing the local 
newcomers won’t havetoworry about 
isafood shortage. The village is sur- 
rounded by some of B.C.’s richest 
grain land as well as sitting on top of 
a tremendous natural gas reserve. 

Besides its distinction of having the 
best filledcradles per capita in Can- 
ada, Fort St. Johnis becoming known 
asaStampede center. The three day 
annual stampede sponsored by the 
Canadian Legion is rapidly achieving 
for B.C.’s largest northern village 
what the Calgary stampede achieved 
for that foothills city. 

This year the three day show brought 


5,000 paid admissions, and every 
business from cafes to hotels and from 
drug stores to the liquor stores did a 
boomtrade. The only sourpus at the 
stampede was the weather. The last 
hours were marred by a storm that 
almost hadtragic conseauences. ‘our 
people, Art Hosker, Mrs. Kirnat- 
rick, Mrs. Hall, and Martha Smith 
were momentarily stunned when hit by 
lightning. Fortunately none suffered 
serious injuries and some optimists 
even looked onthe storm as a wonder - 
ful climax to a wonderful show. 

In keeping with most interior centers 
Fort St. John continues its lusty ex- 
pansion. A business block for the 
Credit Unionisthe latest addition and 
it is a big step for the local Credit 
organization. Although less than ten 
years old it already has assets over 


GUNSMITHING 
Complete line of all 
Sporting Equipment 


pee SPORTING GOODS 


E S.& 


\\ 
«Ss Ze) ~ A~A==—= Phone 25 


INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS 


Pere 2 oe ee 


SKEENA AOTEL 


FULLY MODERN 
LICENSED IN CONNECTION 


E, C, SARGENT 


Kalum St., Terrace, B.C. 


J&M Truck & 
Equipment Ltd. 


McCORMICK FARM EQUIPMENT 


HAYES LAWRENCE DONKEYS | 
4k ESCO LOGGING RIGGING **** 


GOODYEAR TIRES & BATTERIES The Latest in Modern Tire Vulcanizing Equipment 


TERRACE ,B.C., 


CORNER 


Light Lunches ~ Sandwiches 
Confectionery ~- Soft Drinks 


"try Our Hospitality” 


Terrace, B.C. 


TERRACE DRUGS 


"EVERYTHING IN DRUGS" 


Cameras - Films - Cosmetics 


Post Cards - Magazines 


Drawer 15 *-==> 


Box 467 
Phone 31 ee 
TERRACE 8 a mad cg 


—— 


PHONE ** 47 
TERRACE , B.C, 


F, L, DAVEY 


Poles-Piling-Ties-Shingles | 
Western Hemlock- Red 
Cedar-Cottonwood, 


SHOWING EVERY WEEKDAY 
NIGHT AT 8& P.M. 


SATURDAY MATINEE 2 P.M, 
TERRACE B. C, 


MILLS LIMITED +23, 
#4 MANUFACTURERS OF *** 
4. WESTERN HEMLOCK-SITKA SPRUCE && 
& RED CEDAR LUMBER Z 


E, WEST. 


PAGE 39 


10 COMPLETELY MODERN UNITS 
ELECTRIC COOKING FACILITIES 


TERRACE MOTORS LTD. 
Complete Automotive Service 


DODGE—DESOTO CARS—DODGE TRUCKS 
Your Official AAA Garage in 


gn 


Produced by 
IMPERIAL 
TOBACCO 
COMPANY 


OF CANADA, 
LIMITED 


As a public service 


$300,000 and is still expanding. It 
seems that besides being prolific, the 
people of the north Peace are also 
thrifty. 

Meanwhile 350 miles souththe Car- 
iboo cattle town of Williams Lake is 
experiencing growing pains, but of a 
different nature. During the war years 
local stores closed during noon hour 
and businessmen liked the arrange- 
ment so well that the practice cont- 
inuedever since. However like most 
goodthings italsoended. Overwaitea 
became the first to defy the 1? to 1 
closure. There was an immediate 
outcry and other merchants stayed 
open in retaliation. At the moment 
the subject is as touchy as a boil and 
about as welcome, but the uproar is 
gradually subsiding and it appears that 
another tradition has bowed to pro- 
egress. 

Actually the village is getting so 
modernthat stores more or less have 
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tostay openduring noon hour. A new 
sewer system willbe operating by late 
fall, blacktop stretches from the vill- 
age tothe coast, and commercial and 
residential buildings are going up by 
the score. 

But as Clive Stangoe, editor of the 
Williams Lake Tribune, points out, 
the Lake is not alone in enjoying ec- 
onomic growth in the south Cariboo. 
100 Mile House, Lone Butte, Forest 
Grove, Horsefly, and Alexis Creek 
are allexperiencing a steady growth. 
In fact says Clive, the future of the 
Cariboo never looked brighter. 

Farther down the line the Ashcroft 
Journal and Lillooet District News 
echoes the theme that no other area 
of North America has shown the spect- 
acular growthof B.C. New industries 
have been developed, huge payrolls 
established, and the population in- 
creased faster than that of any other 
province. Andbusiness is still mov- 
ing to! B.C: 

In fact the Ashcroft district itself 
may bethe scene of an ambitious land 
settlement program. Recently FE. D. 
Fulton, M.P. for Kamloops district, 
and L.M. Hunter, chief settlement 
officer of the Department of Citizen- 
ship and Immigration met with repre- 
sentatives ofthe B.C. Electric, Can- 
adianCanners, Boardof Trade Offic- 
ials, and others to discuss the pro- 
gram. 

Biggest task would be getting water 
onthe land. If that is done there is a 
ready market forthe produce. Cana- 
dianCanners, forinstance, are eaui- 
ped to process ?0,00U tons of local 
tomatoes, yet last year could buy less 
than 5, 000 tons. 

Although the entire project is still 
more or lessinthe elementary plann- 
ing stage, localbusinessmen are kee- 
ping their fingers crossed. The set - 
tlement program would be a terrific 
bolster to local economy. 

Another example of Interior expan- 
sion is the ranching and guiding center 
of Clinton. There the Bank of Mont- 
real recently moved into ultra modern 
quarters and Robertson Brothers St- 
ore has been changed into the latest 
type of self-service. If some of the 
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customers who shopped at the store 
during the 1860’s could see it now they 
would probably wonder just what the 
worldwas coming to. The only thing 
they would recognize inthe 90 year old 
landmarkisa big hook in the ceiling. 
It was used for lowering kegs of whis- 
key into the cellar in the days before 
governments learned there was money 
in liquor and cornered the trade for 
themselves. 

At Kamloops the Kamloops Sentinel 
recently carried a constructive ed- 
itorialonctrrent expansion in the in- 
terior. When differences are small 
between outside and local contracters 
in bids submitted, the editorial States, 
there are a number of reasons why the 
work should go to the localfirm. A- 
mong the main reasons are that the 
local company has roots in the com- 
munity, pays taxes all year, and the 
owners and employees all permanent 
residents in the community and take 
far more interest in affairs than em- 
ployees brought in from outside ona 
temporary basis. 

The editorial admits that it is diffi- 
cult to know where to draw the line 
once there is a deviation from the 
principle of awarding contracts to the 
lowest bidder, but it suggests that if 
the difference between a local and an 
outside firm is not more than five per 
cent the community would be repaid 
by patronizing the local firm. 

Meanwhile inthe Greater Kamloops 
area building permits for the first 7 
months soared past the $1,500, 00 
mark. Over 100 new houses have al- 
ready been built this year, an indi- 
cation that in common with other in- 
terior centers people came, liked, 
and stayed. The biggest commercial 
project is the *150,000 expansion 
program being carried out by the B. C. 
Telephone Company. Incidentally an 
interesting local statistic is that in the 
last ten years the number of phones in 
Kamloops has increased from just 
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over 7,000 to almost 5, 000. 

One new building that may soon a- 
appear inKamloops is a Public Rest- 
room. An organization called the 
Kamloops and Dbis-rict i?estroom Ass- 
ociation was formed ‘our years ago to 
start the project be. after an initial 
burst of enthusiasm reached a stale- 
mate. Last August the Association 
was revitalized with Willian Docker 
installed as president and new enthus- 
iasm pumped into the projec:. 

The restroom has been estimate to 
cost about $12,000, andif the present 
organization succeeds it will be some- 
thing for the rest of the communities 
to copy. A public restroom is sadly 
required in just about every village 
and city in the Interior. If Kaimloops 
leads the way it willreceive the grate- 
fulthanks of tourists and the travelling 
public in general. 

Alsothe city will be assured of not 
receiving the publicity that befell New 
Westminster some years ago. Aradio 
announcer was interviewing a young 
boy scaut and during the conversation 
asked the scout how he liked the city. 

‘Fine, just fine,’ was the reply. 

‘And is there anything we can do to 


THEY PROVIDE VIRTUALLY EVERY SERVICE FOR A MACHINE THAT 


improve your visit?’ the announcer 
wanted to know. 

The boy hesitated momentarily,and 
then leaned forward and said, ina 
whisper that carried into thousands of 


homes. ‘Well, yes, there is. You 
could certainly do with a comfort sta- 
tion. THF END 
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in theirfavor. It is a fact that every 
Government timber sale covering an 
area such as your sample carries 
specific prohibitions against donkey- 
logging to protect the young growth, 
and usually states that location of cat 
roads must be approved by the ranger. 
They enforce them too. Older sales 
and other areas may not be as well 
protected-I cannot say. Remember 
alsothat thin under-stories are often 
a detriment toan area if left standing 
because they come to nothing and pre- 
vent proper development of regener- 
ation. Waste trees left standing in 
dwarf misletoe-hemlock areas that 
are not burned invariably infest the 
young regeneration and thus cause a 
very substantial loss over a whole 
growing cycle in that area. 
Regarding slash burning-I have fou- 
ght this for years and it is not too bad 
now. Some burning is beneficial-the 
subjectis a complex one. But only a 
tiny percentage of land burned over 
once fails to regenerate within five 
years-I except steep ground which 
should never be burned. Land that 
fails for 20 to 40 years is usually 
twice or thrice burned over, or too 
heavily covered with weed species of 
trees or weed plants. These latter 


are worse on unburned areas. 
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.a picture of it also. 


We cannot blame the Government 
for the mess on your 80 acre sample- 
it was privately owned and the owner 
should not have permitted donkey -log- 
gingon it. But for faults seen on the 
93 per cent of forest land owned by 
the Government I think we can cert- 
ainlyblame them. They are charged 
with the responsibility of regulation- 
let them do it. 

It is obvious you take a great inter- 
est in forestry and have a good know- 
ledge of the subject. If you have not 
already appeared before the Sloan 
Commission, why notdo so? No bet- 
ter way exists for righting this situa- 
tion. But get your facts straight-they 
aren’t fools and they talk back. 

Yours very truly, 
Elton A. Anderson, 
Elton Logging Co. , Ltd. 


1416 W. 52nd St. 
Los Angeles, 6?, 
California. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


Please find enclosed $3.00 anda 
dime for the exchange to renew my 
subscription to the Northwest Digest 
that expires this month. 

Ienjoyedthe last issue very much. 
The story of Prince George was ex- 
actly as I saw the town when I was 
there 3 yearsago. The picture of the 
little old construction engine is ex- 
cellent and looks like it did whenI shot 
The picture of 
the C.N.R. bridgeacrossthe "raser 


river takenfrom the air is a beauty of 
a picture on page 18. The story of 
‘The Last Indian Uprising in B.C.’ 
was most interesting. 

I hope that some day you may be 
able to get the material and history of 
the building of the Grand Trunk West- 
ern Ry., (now C.N. PR.) asnodoubt it 
would make a most interesting story. 
Wishing you continued success in ed- 
iting this most interesting and rem- 
arkable magazine, I remain, 

Sincerly yours, 
J. L. Watson 


Burns Lake, 
Be Gh 
Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


Ireceived the June-July-August ed- 
ition of the Northwest Digest which 
gives promise of bigger and better 
thingstocome. Atthat it was a dandy 
in itself. 

Enclosed please find sub-scription 
blank, with M.O. for $2.50. Con- 
gratulations to youand your staff, and 
wishing you every success. Most 
truly yours, 

‘Barney Mulvany’ 


Totem Pole Lodge, 
Mile 64°, 

Alaska Highway, 
Ya ou 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


Please find inclosed $5. 00 for sub- 
scription for your Northwest Digest. 
Have been reading your magazine 
off and on for years and enjoy it very 
much so keep up the good work. 
Yours truly, 
J.’. Dawson. 


** Seethe middle of the magazine 
for our future plans. 


P.O, Box 22, 
Williams Lake, 
BG 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


Under separate cover Iam forward- 


ingto you a copy of Northwest Digest. 


for June 54. This copy has just ar- 
rived in my mailbox and you will notice 
ithas Postmark Valparaiso-Chile. I 
have no explanation but thought it mi- 
ght be of interest toyou. It looks like 
it has been wellthumbed over anyway. 

Yours truly, 

G. Blenkinsop. 


** The magazine does get around. 


Dawson Creek, B. C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


I just wanted to let you know that 
you talked me into a very good con- 
nection by running an ad in the Dawson 
Creek edition of the Digest a few 
months ago 

You might run this same ad for the 
coming year and send mea years sub- 
scription billing me for the amount. 

Thanks again. Besureandsee me 
when you are around this way again. 


Ace Comstock 


(ia 
Cigale Towuiinmoin 5% 
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Box 783 
Westview, B.C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


I wish youevery success in your new 
venture. Northern and Central B.C. 
needs the Digest and I hope you can 
keep it going. The magazine is well 
liked and you will. be surprised how 
far distant some of your copies reach 

On my article ‘Life in the Cariboo 
forty years ago’ which appeared inthe 
Digest, Ireceivedthirty-one letters, 
including two from Ontario, and one 
from California, all from people I 
did not know. 

Your magazine can do much good. 
Northern and Central B.C. has until 
recently been sadly neglected, and I 
feel sure that the Klondike Gold Rush 
kept it backfor severaldecades. Men 
at the turnofthe last century wander - 
ed around enduring unnecessary hard- 
ships, many of them losing their li- 
ves, allforthe lust of gold. Actually 
there was more gold in the form of 
trees and agriculture in the area they 
passed through than there was on the 
entire Klondike. 

Now though there is a trend to want 
to know the northwest area, and you 
have an immence opportunity. 


Sincerely, 
Guy Lawrence. 


** Thank youfor your wishes. We 
hope to take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity youmention. Incidently we will 
be running more of Guy’s stories of 
his experiences on the Telegraph Li- 
ne. Now 76 years young, he draws 
his accounts from a wealth of exper- 
ience gathered during 4? years on the 
Yukon Telegraph Line. 
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It seems that once a person starts 
putting words on, paper sooner or later 
abook results, nomatter how remote 
the idea was from the author’s mind 
in the beginning. This has happened 
to both Rich Hobson and Eric Collier , 
(see the feature, Around the Towns) 
and now we have word that still another 
Digest contributor has made the jump. 
Mrs. Nellie R. Campbellat Reid La- 
ke, B.C. writes: 

“In 1945 I wrotea book length manu- 
script dealing with our life on the open 
prairie, northern Saskatchewan and 
then in British Columbia. As there 
was a general paper shortage at that 
time and book publishers were cutting 
downtheir output, I rewrote portions 
of it as feature articles which sold 
readily. Mrs. Kerr of the Family 
Herald, thought some of my articles 
would be nice in book form so I got 
written permission from various ed- 
itors to use them in this way. 

Iwas in Maine this last spring, and 
I tookthe manuscript of reprints to a 
publisherthere. He said he was fas- 
cinated by my little stories and wanted 
to see the original book which I sent 
to him after my return to B. C. 

It is his idea to incorporate the two 
making one complete story as the 
manuscript I first submitted delt who- 
lly with our lifeinB.C. He was part- 
icularly interested in an article about 
Cariboo Cameron and one about moose 
which Isoldtothe Toronto Star Week- 
ly. At present I do not know just what 
articles he is selecting to go into the 
original book. 

The Bond Wheelwright. Co., with 
offices in Portland and New York are 
affiliated with a Toronto firm and it 
is the idea to have it published in the 
U.S. and Canada simultaneously. I 
signed the contract early in July.” 

We haveher article ‘The Making of 
an Indian Chief’ coming up in the next 
issue, and we willbe running more of 
her ‘Tales of the Trapline’. To better 
acquaint Digest readers with her we 
asked fora short biography. She says 
that: 
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Both my husband and I were born in 
the state of Maine. I attended the pub- 
lic schools in Portland and after grad- 
uation from High School entered the 
Portland Training School for Teach- 
ers. 

My teaching career began ina coun- 
try village in WVaine and ended in an 
Indian village on a small island in the 
Pacific, forty miles southwest of Pr- 
ince Rupert. Of course there were 
several schools in between, -five yea- 
rs inalargecity schoolin Massachu- 
setts, arural school in Saskatchewan 
after my marriage, then three years 
of teaching the Russian boys and girls 
in the district in which we were then 
living and finally on an Indian Re- 
serve. 

Back in 1920 when I announced to 
my farnily that I was giving up a good 
salary and a comfortable apartment 
inthe cityto share the life of a home- 
steader in his one room shack on the 
the open prairie, my father said, ‘To 
begin with you are not strong enough 
for apioneer life, you are getting far 
too little for what you are giving up 
and besides you are old enoughto know 
better.’ However, inspite of the dire 
predictions of relatives and friends , 
Bert and I were married in a small 
prairie towninSaskatchewan. At that 
time prairie farming was quite differ- 
ent from what it is to-day. Most of 
my neighbours were bachelors living 
in small shacks like ours and there 
were still a few sod barns in use. 

Two years later we moved farther 
north and found ourselves in the midst 
of a Russian settlement. We were the 
only family inthe entire township that 
spoke English in the home. It was 
when sonny was seven and had learned 
a perfect jargonof Pussian and Eng- 
lish, that we decidedto come to Brit- 
ish Columbia. 

Once more we started from the be- 
ginning to build. This time it was a 
log cabin on the shore of Ness Lake, 
twenty-one miles northwest of Prince 
George. Those were real pioneer 
days in this part of the country for 


there was no school, poor trails and 
few settlers, but inspite of hardships , 
they were happy days. Bert trapped 
and later we owned a small mink ran- 
ch. How we enjoyedthe days we spent 
on the lake fishing to feed our mink for 
we soon found they were ravenous 
little creatures. Our coffee pot and 
fry pan hung on the branch of a tree 
by the lake all summer and I became 
adept at cooking over a camp fire. 

Since my High School days when I 
wrote for the school paper, I have had 
a yearning to write and it was during 
our long winters here north of fifty- 
four, that I found time to set down on 
papersome ofthe things that had made 
our life in western Canada so very, 


very happy. 


The author of the practical and in- 
teresting article ‘Your knife may save 
your life’ is also no stranger to the 
book business. So far Charles Clay 
has written five books and finds time 
to write aregular weekly radio prog- 
ram on books. Thirty-three radio 
stations carrythefeature, and among 
B.C. books he has reviewed are Pich 
Hobson’s ‘Grass Beyond the Mount- 
ain’, C.P. Lyons’ ‘Milestones on the 
Mighty Fraser’, andGrant Madison’s 
‘River for my Sidewalk’. His Digest 
article first saw the light of day in 
Forest and Outdoors, official publi- 
cation of the Canadian “orestry A- 
ssociation. 

We haven’t enough space to give a 
complete explanation of just how we 
came into possession of the story of 
Peter Dunlevey that starts on page 6 
so we will give it the full treatment 
next issue. The article was written 
by the late Alex P. McInnis, a truly 
native Cariboo son born in Barkerville 
in 1868. He knew Dunlevey, Judge 
Begbie, and many other men who be- 
came well known historical figures. 
The story was originally published by 
Lillooet Publishers under the title 
‘Chronicles of the Cariboo’ and we are 
gratefulfor their very kind permiss- 
ion to reproduce the account. 


Congratulations to all 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Gal Gain Associations 
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